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\ \ Þ Hen I firit publiſh'd « 
ſmall p her of (theſe I 
Practical yon gf 
clared that Morality Was 
ny Buſineſs, and that if any 
Controverſie re hapned to he 
fairly in my Way, I would as 
fairly paſs it by, without ta- 
king any Notice of it. My 
Defign is the ſame in theſe ; 
in which I have ſo cloſely fol- 
low'd the ſame ore foot 
ſo religiouſly obſerv'd it, - 
ever when 1 am diſcourſong of 
| ? 


AY 
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the Trinity i which we are 
Baptiz'd, I have much ado to 
overcome my ſelf ſo far, as to 
anſwer the Common ObjeFion 
againſt it : And have no ſooner 
done it, but I preſently beg 
Pardon for it, and endea- 
vour to ſhew, as plainly as the 
Matter will bear, that all our 
Beit and moit Divine Ms- 
rality is chiefly grounded in 
the Truth and the Belief of it. 

I do not now excuſe my 
ſelf, as formerly I did, upon 
the Score of Blind Obedt- 
ence. [have ſome little Rea- 
fon, of my own, for what I ds ; 
and tho it be but little, "tis 
better than none at all. When 
: People either have no Reaſon 
of their own, or elſe have 
none 
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none which they dare venture 
to rely upon, tis no great 
Wonder, if Advice takes 
place; where Reaſon leaves it 
vacant, Abad Shift js bet- 
ter than none ;, and he that 
cannot ſee, or ſees ſo dimby 


that he dares not truſt his 


. Sight, muſt be contented to 


be led. (a) Tis only when 
weare unealie and perplext, 
when we find our ſelves ata 
Loſs, and know not how to 
ſatisfi2 our Mind about the 
Matter before us, when we 
want the help of Good Ad- 
vice, and are glad with a'l 
our Hearts to ask it; ther 

A 3 # 


(a) Blind Obedience, ch. 9g. pag. 8x. 
Edit. 1, Þ. 71. Eg. 2. 
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it is, and only. then, we have 
recourſe to Blind Obedience. 
I remember to have read 
in Archbiſhop Tillotſon, (b_) 
That the Caſe of Melancho- 
ly ( which 3s only a more ge- 
weral Word for Scrupuloſi- 
ty) 1s not a reaſonable 
Caſe, and therefore does 
not fall under any certain 
Rules and Directions. They 
whoare under the Power of 
it, are ſeldom fit to take that 
Counſel which alone is fit 
to be given them, and that 
15, not to believe themſelves 
concerning themſelves, but 
to truſt the Judgment of o- 
thers rather than their own 
Appre- 


OY ——— 
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(6) Vol. 2, Serm. 7. 
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Apprehenſions. In other 
Caſes every Man knows 
himſelf beſt, but a Melan- 
choly Man 1s moſt in the 
Dark as to himſelf. This 
Cauie of trouble and doubt- 
ing 13 very much to be piti- 
ed, but hard to be remo- 
ved, unleſs by Phyſick, or 
by Time, or by Chance. 
And js this all 2 Are theſe 
the only Comforts which can 


be found for Scrapalous Per- 


ſons 2 Phyſick ? Time ? 


And Chance ? I could not 
poſſibly prevail with my ſelf to- 
be ſo very ill-natur d, as to 
leave them thus in the Lurch. 
And this was the only Reaſor 
why I took ſome Pains to 
write a little Traf# concerning 


A 4 Blind. 
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Blind Obedience, iz which 
1 have fully treated this Mat- 
ter, and ſearcht the Founda- 
tion of it, Without endea- 
vouring to lay down any cer- 
tain Rules or DircCtions for 
- particular Occurrences, I have 
made it my whole Buſineſs, 
partly to divert their Melan- 
choly, and chiefly to convince 
their Scrupulolity, that they 
may boldly take that Couniel 
which a'one 1s fit to be gt- 
ven them, and may ſecurely 
truſt the Judgment of 0- 
thers, rather than their 
own Apprehenſions. I own, 
tis no great Mark of Courage, 
in a Chriſtian Souldier, to 
Wink and Fight ; but howe- 
ver, when People are of ſuch 


a 
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4 cowardly Temper, that they 
dare not look their Enemies 
in the Face, they had better 
wink and do ſomething, than 


run away and do nothing. 
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Of the Trinity, and the Uſefulneſs: 
of Believing #, 


ESUS ſaid to his Diſciples, 
all Power is gtven wnto me in 


Heaven and in Earth, Go there- 
fore, 
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fore, and Teach all Nations, Bap- 
tizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt : Teaching them to ob- 
ſerve all things whatſoever 1 
have Commanded you: And be- 
hold, I am with you always, 
even unto the End of the World. 
Matth. 28. v. 18, 19, 20. 

In Diſcourling upon this Go- 
ſpel, . I ſhall Conſider, r. The 
DoEtrine of the Trinity , and 
what we are to believeconcerning 
K; 2. The Importance of this 
Doctrine, and what Uſe we? 
enght to make of it. 


s.:- 


There's nothing more certain 
than the Unity of God. Our 
Natural Reaſon teaches it ; and 
Holy Scripture confirms it. In 
the Old Teſtament we, read, (4) 
© Iſrael, the Lord our God is x} 
An 


( a) Deuf. 6. 4- 
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And in the New. we hind, ud ” 
One Lord, one Faith, one God. 
This Doctrine is the Balis and 
Foundation of all Chriſtianity. 
A Chriſtian would be no better 
than a Heathen, it he offer d to ' 
deny it. 

It this were all, our Faith 
would meet with little difficult 
and find but very few to oppoſe 
it, But the Scripture dots not 
ſtop here. It alſo Teaches us, 
that (c) There are Three in Hea- 
ven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Spirit ; and that theſe- 
Three are One. They are Three, 
and they are One. They are 
Three Perſons, and One Cod. In 
a word, They are Three in one 
Senſe, and only One in another : 
And becauſe they are not in the 
ſame Senſe Three and One, there 
appears no. contradiction in it. 
It may be true, for any thing we 


know : The Scripture ſays it ” 
0 


—_——_— 
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ſo : And there needs no plainer 


Proof to fſatishe us that It is our 
Daty to believe it. 

But all this will not fatishe 
ſome People, who have an un- 
accountable Prejudice againſt it. 
They Object that the Scripture 
only fays, There are Three, which 
are one : It does not ſay, that 
that theſe Three are Perſons. I 


own the Scripture does not call *' 


them Perſons : But however, it 
calls them Three : And fince we 
know no better Name for them, 
Tee no Reaſon why we may not 
allow the Catholick Church to 
call them Perſons. 

Let us only Conſider the com- 
mon Uſe of the Word Perſon, 
and we ſhall ſoon diſcover that 
itis the beſt and fitteſt for our 
preſent purpoſe. For my own 
part, I fee no reaſon to the con- 


trary, but that Brute Animals 


and Plants, or any other Inferior 
Subliftent Beings, might have 
been calf”d Perſons (as really 


they 


"_ 
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they are in the Principal Senſe of 
the Word) as well as either 
Men or Angels. But Cultom 
will have it otherwiſe: And 
Cuſtom being the only Law in 
theſe Cafes, there's nothing to 
be faid againtt it. A Private 
Man's Fancy muſt ſubmit to the 
Publick Ute and Common Way 
of ſpeaking. If the reſt of 
the World would pleaſe to ap- 
prove it, I could like very well 
to give the Name of Perſon to 
any Subſiftent Bzing, though ne- 
ver ſo mean and abject. But it 
ſeems this Word is, by the Ge- 
neral Practice, become a Mark 
of Diſtinftion, and only is al- 
lowed to thoſe Swbſiſtent Beings 
which are of a higher Rank and 
greater Quality, F mean thoſe 
Noble Beings which are not onl 
Subfitent but Intelligent. A 
hence it comes to paſs, that 
when we talk of Men or Angels, 
we diſcourſe of them, as of fo 
many Perſons: And by the _ 
©, 
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Rule, when we ſpeak of God, 
who is moſt perfectly Swbſiſtent, 
and moſt perfectly Intelligent, 
we muft needs allow the Divine 
Perſons to be the moſt perfect 
moſt excellent Perſons of 
all. 

Having thus conlider'd the 
Common Uſe of the Word, let 
alſo reflect a little how the 'Scrip- 
ture directs us to ſpeak in this 
Matter, and it will fill appear 
more plain, that the Three. 
which are in Heaven, are each of 
them in the true and proper 
Senſe, a Divine Perſon, Is it 
not plain in Scripture, that 
theſe Three are called the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ? 
And what do we commonly un- 
derſtand by a Father, but a Per- 
fon who has a Son 2 Or what do 
we uſually mean by a Son, but a 
Perſon who has a Father ? So far, 
I preſume, we are cafily fatished, 
becauſe we keep within the com- 
paſs of our ordinary Ideas. We 

daily 
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daily meet with Fathers and 
Sons, and we verily believe there 
15 no harm in taking them for ſo 
many Perſons, But when we 
Enquire about the Holy Ghoſt, 
our Thoughts are got into a Re- 
gion of Spirits, where .we have 
little or no Acquamtance, Yet 
nevertheleſs we doubt not but 
Angels are Perſons, as well as 
we are. And I am very ure, 
that, if a created Spirit be a crea- 
ted Perſon, we have all the reaſon 
in the World to believe that an 
increated Spirit, ſuch as the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt is repreſented to us 
muſt needs be a Divine Perot. 
We read in Scripture, not only 
that (4) God in the beginning 
created Heaven and Earth; but 
alſo that (e) by the Word of the 
Lord the Heavens were maat ; 
f) All things were made by 

im; (g) In the beginning was th? 

Word, 


Gen. 1.1. P/al. PIT 
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Word, and the Word was God. 
So that we are all bound to be- 
Heve the one as much as the 0- 
ther; not only that the Father 


is God Almighty Maker of Hea« - 


ven and Farth, but that the 
Word or Son of God is equally 
God, yy ually Almighty, and e- 
qually aker of all things More- 
_ we read in Scripture, how 
Peter {| _—_— of the Holy 
Ghoſt (þ )) calls him God, St. 
Paul PS likewiſe of the 
2 / ame Holy Spirit, calls him 
ſame Lord and the ſams 
God, which works all in all. He 
adds. that (&) by this One, and 
the ſelt ſame - 5s we are Bap- 
tized into one Body ; that is, 4 
are all received into the Body of 
the Church, and are made Mem- 
bers of it by being Baptized, up- 
on equal Terms, mm the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the 


D—_ —_ cc  — 


(») Ads 5. 3, /) 1 Cor. 12. 
5 7s ak 5 & 0) or 4 5» 
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tbe Holy Ghoft ; who though he 
15 mentioned laſt, becauſe he re- 


ally proceeds from both of 


them, yet nevertheleſs is the 
fame Lord, the ſame God, and 
the ſelf-ſame Spirit with them. 

ToSum up all this in a few 
words: A Humane Perſon 
15 One that has the Nature 
of a Man ; an Angelical Perſon, 
1s One that has the Nature of an 
Angel; a Divine Perſon, is One 


that has the Nature of God. Since . 


therefore we find in Scripture, 
that the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt have, each of them, the Di- 
vine Nature ; we conclude they 
are each of them a Divine Perſon : 
And fince the Scripture plainl 
teaches, that they are Three, an 
not three Gods ; we believe they 
are Three Divine Perſons and only 
One God. 

The main Difficulty of this 
Myſtery lyes within a little Com- 

(s. We are apt to conclude 
that, if there is but Une Natwre, 
there 
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there -is only One Perſon; or if 
there be Three Perſons, there 
mult needs be Three Natures. The 
rſt Way is downright Sabellian- 
iſm ; a real Unity, without any 
real Trinity : The ſecond is plain 
Tritheiſm ; a real Trinity, without 
any real Unity: And the middle 
Way. betwixt theſe two, is the 
Orthodox Doctrine,which teach- 
es us to believe One God and Three 
Perſons, One Nature and Three 
Subſiſtences, an Abſolute Unity 
and Relative Trinity together. 
And that this implies no Con- 
tradition in it, will eaſily appear 
to thoſe who pleaſe to confider, 
that there are not any Notions 
more widely different trom each 
other than thoſe of Abſolute and 
Relative ; and that therefore no 
Trinity, which 1s purely Relative, 
can ever be able to divide an Ab- 
ſolute Unity. 


But fill the Old ObjeQion re- 
turns. It is impoſſible for o_ 
H- 


| <.M 
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Humane Perſons to be One Man ; 
and therefore it is impotlible for 
Three Divine Perſons to be One 
God. In anſ{werto this, I frank- 
ly own.that Three Humane Perſons, 

uch as God: has made us, cannot 
poſſibly be One Man. Their Na- 
tures are divided, and their Sxh- 
ſtances are ſeparated : They net- 
ther have One Nature , nor any 
thing elſe that is really one 
and the ſame: And therefore 
*tis no wond?r that they cannot 
be one and the ſame Man. If the 
Catholic Church had ever taught 
ſuch things concerning the Trenz. 
ty of the Divine Perſons, then in- 
deed I ſhould have been convin- 
ced that ſuch a Trinity would have 


been as inconhiitent with the V- 


nity of One God, as Three Humane 
Perſons are irreconcilcable with 
the Unity of On? Man. But the 
Church * has never told us any 
thing like it. On thecontrary it 
has always made us underſtand 


that there is but one indivilible 
Di- 
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Divine Nature or Subſtance, and 
that the Three Divine Perſons are 
diſtinguiſht only by Three Re- 
lative Properties of Subſiſting , 
which are effentially incommu- * 
nicable to each other. So that, 
upon the whole Matter, I may 
juſtly Cenſure it as a very Wild 
and Extravagant Way of arguing, 
when People take upon them to 
prove, that becauſe Three Perſons 
(which are Three Men ) cannot be 
One Man, therefore Three Perſons 
(which are not Three Gods) can- 
not be One God, 


In a Word, Three Humane 
Perſons, are Three Individuals, 
and therefore Three Men : But 
Three Divine Perſons cannot be 
Three Individuals, and therefore 
cannot be Three Gods. Mean 
time *tis a wonderful thing toſce 
how Fond we are of our Com- 
mon Conceptions ; ſo unreaſona- 
bly Fond of them, that all the 
Reaſon in the World can hardly 
perſwade 
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rſ[wade us to leave the beaten 
oad of our ordinary Ideas. We 
commonly take it for granted, 
that Three Menare ſo many Per- 
ſons, and that Three Perſons are 
{o m_ Men; and truly fo far we 
are in the right. But when we 
transfer theſe Notions, ſuch as 
they are, with all their Imper- 
fections, from Earth to Heaven, 
from Humane Perſons to Divine, 
we are very Raſh,and ftrangely in 
the Wrong. Pray, what Autho- 
rity have we to ſay that there's 
no difference *twixt God and 
Man 2? Betwixt Divine and Hu- 
mane Perſons 2 How do we know 
but that, in God, there may be a- 
nother ſort of Perſons, which are 
Real and not Individual ? In all 
finite Beings we know not how 
to conceive the perſonal Diſtini- 
on of them, without the Indi- 
vidual Difference of Natures and 
Subliftences : But ſnrely an Inh- 
nite Being may deſerve an Ex- 
ception from a Rule, which 1s 
only 
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only common to ſuch Perſons as 
are infinitely below it. Let us 
take it tor granted, that no crea- 
ted Perſons can be multiplied, 
unleſs their finite Natures are di- 
vided : What then ? Isit there- 
fore evident that Three increated 
Perſons cannot co-exiſt in One In- 
hnite,Undivided,Subſtance ? No- 
thing 1s ever divided, but what 
is bounded : And therefore God's 
Nature being every way effential- 
ly Infinite Linlimited and Bound- 
le(s, can never be divided. His 
Immen ſoy is One and the Same 
in all differences of Place :- His 
Eternity is One and the Same in 
all differences of Time, the Paſt, 
the Preſent, and the Future: 
And may not the Infinite Per- 
fe&ion of the Divine Eſſence be 
One and the Same in all the Three 
Perſons, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt ? But till it runs 
in our Mind, that Three Perſons 


are Three Intelligent Subſtances : 
And, among us Creatures, *tis . | 


very 


| 


| 
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very true ; becauſe we are fo 
many Individuals: But in God, 
*tis cotonng falſe ; becauſe 
he is effentially one Undivided 
Subſtance, which, by Three Di- 
tint Ways of ſubſitting, makes 
Three Diſtinct Perſons : not 
Three ſuch as ours, but Three 
of a quite different Sort, no more 
like ours than God is like to us. 
It would be a hard Caſe indeed, 
if in God there muſt be no Per- 
ſons but ſuch as we pleaſe to 
allow him ; crif, unleſs the Di- 
vine Perſons: be like ours, the 

muſt be no Perſons at all. 
Let us only confider, that Swb- 
fiſtence and Intelligence are the two 
Notions which make up the 
complex Idea of a Perſon ; and 
that, of theſe two, Swbſiſtence is 
the Principal ; as appears by theſe 
two Obſervations. 1. That thoſe 
who will not allow a Separated 


Soul to be call'd a Perſon, do not - 


deny it this Name becauſe it isnot 
compleatly Intelligent ; but be- 
B caule, 


16 The Moraliy Part II, 


cauſe, without the Body, it is 
not compleatly Swbſiſtent. 2. 
That our Underſtanding con- 
fider'd as a Faculty or Propert 
belonging tous, isa thing whic 
no Man pretends to take for a 
- Perſon; and the Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe, altho? it be an Intelligent 
Being. it is not conceiv*d to be 
Cub Fitent, Let us only conſider 
this, and we ſhall hnd, that 
4though Szbſi _ be not # Is Jon 
ct a ticular t roperty © hk 
on being added to an Intelligent 
Natare, 1s that which makes a 
particular Perſon : And therefore 
Chriſt, who has two Natures, is 
One Perſon only,. becauſe he Tas 
but One particular Szbſiſtence ; 
and God, whoſe Nature is but 
One, is really Three Diſtin& Per- 
four by having Three Diftin& Sub- 

NCES. 

The Divine Subſiftence being 
thus diverlified, is the Reaſon 
why the Father is not really the 
Son, and why the Holy Ghoft is 


really - 
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really diſtinguiſht from the Sov 
and Father, The Eternal Father 
ſubliſts, as the Original Being, Un- 
begotten, and not proceeding from 
any other : And this is theincom- 
municable Property of his primi- 
tive Subſiſtence, The $91 ſubſiſts, 
as the Eternal Word, Begotten in 
a Spiritual Manner by the Eter- 
nal Mind.eternally Hoy from 
it, perfectly reſembling the whole 
Nature of it, and comprehenfive- 
ly expreſſing 1ts Original Perfecti- 
on all at once : And this is the in- 
communicable Property of his de- 
rivative Subfiſtence. 'The Holy 
Ghoſt {ubliſts, as the Eternal 
Love, eternally Proceeding from 
the Eternal Mind and the Eter- 
nal Word, ths Father andthe 
Son : ' And this is the. incommu- 
nicable Property of his doubly 
derivative Subſiftence. Altho' 
the Trath of God's Being, the 
Truth of his Knowledge, and the 
Truth of his Love, are certain- 
ly One and the Same Undivi- 

B 2 ded 
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cauſe, without the Body, it 1s 
not compleatly Subſiſtent. 2. 
That our Underſtanding con- 
fider'd as a Faculty or Propert 
belonging tous, isa thing whic 
no Man pretends to take for a 
- Perſon; and the Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe, altho* it be an Intelligent 
Being. it is not conceiv*d to be 
SubFitent, Let us only conſider 
this, and we ſhall hnd, that 
though Swbſi — be not Fa S:Yer 
et a particular Pr 0 b 
bo being added =4 = Intelligent 
Nazare, 15 that which makes a 
particular Perſon : And therefore 
Chriſt, who has two Natures, is 
One Perſon: only, becauſe he Its 
but One particular Szbſiſtence : 
and God, whoſe Nature 1s but 
One, is really Three Diſtine? Per- 
fons, by having Three Diſtin&} Sub. 


7 nces, 

The Divine Subfiftence being 
thus diverſified, is the Reaſon 
why the Fatber is not really the 
Son, and why the Holy Ghoft is 


really 
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really diſtinguiſht from the Sor 
and Father, The Eternal Father 
ſubliſts, as the Original Being, Un- 
begotten, and not proceeding from 
any other : And this is theincom- 
municable Property of his primi- 
tive Subſiltence. The Sn ſubſiſts, 
as the Eternal Word, Begotten in 
a Spiritual Manner by the Eter- 
nal Mind.eternally omar, from 
it, perfectly reſembling the whole 
Nature of it, and comprehenfive- 
ly expreſſing its Original PerfeCti- 
on all at once : And this is the in- 
communicable Property of his de- 
rivative Subſiſtence. 'The Holy 
Ghoſt ſubliſts, as the Eternal 
Love, eternally Proceeding from 
the Eternal Mind and the Eter- 
nal Word, th2 Father andthe 
Son :* And this is the incommu- 
nicable Property of his doubly 
derivative Subſiftence. Altho* 
the Truth of God's Being, the 
Truth of his Knowledge, and the 
Truth of his Love, are certain- 
ly One and the Same Undivi- 

B 2 ded 


18 The Morality PartII. 


ded Trath; yet nevertheleſs 
true Knowledge naturally pre- 
ſuppoſes true Being, as the Prin- 
ciple from whence it proceeds ; 
and true Love preſuppoling both, 
proceeds from each of them. And 
indeed we cannot fay, with an 
Appearance of Reaſon, that G 
therefore has his Being, becauſe 
he knows it ; but therefore he 
knows it becauſe he has it. Nor 
can we truly ſay, he either has 
it or knows it, becauſe he loves it, 
but therefore he truly /oves his 
Being, becauſe he both has it and 
knows it. So far this Myſtery is 
from contradicting any clear I- 
deas of our Reaſon, that, tho? 
we do not ſee diſtintly how it 

to be ſo, wefind it as hard 
a Matter to conceive diſtin&ly 
how it ſhould beotherwile. 


II. 

My God ! What have I done ! 
Or rather, what have I been ds- 
ing all this while !'My Zeal, I 
fear, has led me beyond my Det. 

| uc 


— OO 


( 
f 
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Such filly Crearures, and ſuch 
Sinners as we are, how dare we 
offer thus to Gaze and Stare upon 
thy Infinite Majeſty ! So bright 
an Object, it we look longact it, 
is enough to blind us : Nay, even 
the leaſt and ſhorteſt Curiolity is 
enough to dazzle and confound 
us : And theretore Proſtrate in 
Mind and Heart, with molt pro- 
tound Submiſhon, I humbly beg 
thy Pardon for this Raſh At- 
tempt of prying thus into the 
Secrets of thy Glory ; and at the 
ſame time carneſily beg thy af- 
liftance to conhider, as I ought, 
the Importance of this Do&rine, 
and the Uſe we are to make of 


It, 

S. Hierom (ays, that (7) in the 
Traditional Creed which they re- 
ceiv”d from th: Apoſtles, the main 
Article was the Confeſſion of the 
Trinity ; and that it was the Cu- 
ftom among them, tor thoſe who 


B 3 prepar”'d 
(1) Epiſt. 6r. 
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prepar'a themſelves for Baptiſm, 


to be nſtrutted for forty Days. in 
the Dodrine of the Trinity : A 
certain Sign that m thoſe early 


Times, they thought no Do- 


Erine more important or more 
uſeful. They lookt upon it as 
the main Article of their Creed : 
And before the Baptiſm of thoſe 
who were of riper Years, they 
thought that forty Days were lit- 
tleenough to inſtruct them in 
the Doctrine of it. Our Saviour 
himſelf, after. his Reſurrection, 
was pleas'd todefer his Aſcention, 
for no leſs than forty Days, to in- 
firud his Apoſiles before he com- 
manded them to Teach all Nati- 
ons, and Baptize them, He came 
from Heaven to make himſelf 
(m) a Propitiation for our Sins, and 
not for ours only, but alſo for the 
Sins of the whole World. He 
Died, that we might Live ; he 
Roſe, that we might alſo Riſe 

again ; 


(m) 1 Fo. 2. 2. 


again ; and being ready to aſcend 
to Heaven, that we alſo might 
tollow him, he thus declares the 
full Extent and the Authority of 
his Commulton : All Power, 
fays he, is given to me in Heaven 
and in Earth. As Ged, I had 
all Power from all Eternity ; as 
God and Man, | had the ſame 
from the firſt Moment of my In- 
carnation ; but as Redeemer of the 
World, which is the moſt endear- 
ing Title, I had it not, upon 
that dear account, till I had @) 
humbled may ſelf #nto Death, even 
the Death of the Croſs. that at 
my Name each Knee mi 
and every Tongue confeſs t 
Lord if all things; I had it not, 
cl I (9) both died and rofe again, 
that I might be the Lord both of 
the Deal and the Living. But 
now Al! Power belongs to me mn 
Heaven and in Earth; I now 

B 4 an 
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(nr) Phil, 2. 8, (1) Rom. 14s 9. 
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got bow, 


it Jam. 


» 
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2m (p) Head of the whole Church, 
becauſe 1 am the Saviour of the Bo- 
dy ; 1 now am Soveralgn Lord of 
it, becauſe I (9) gaze my ſelf for 
t, that I might ſaicizfie a 

cleanſe it with waſhing of Water 
Ly the Word of I ife, and thatT 
might preſent it to my ſelf a plo- 
riows Church, not having Spot or 
Wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but 
Holy and without Blemiſh : Go 
therefore, in the Name of him who 
has redeem'd all Nations, and by 
Redemption has made them all 
his own., Go now and teach them 
AII. baptizing thcm in the Name 
of the Þ ather., and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and teach them 
alſo to obſerve all other things, 
whatſoever I have commanded you : 
Go boldly. and fear no Oppoſi- 
rion, which the Fleſh, the World, 
or Del, are able to makeagainſt 
you ; 1, to whom Al Power is 


given both in Fleavin and in 
Earth, 


— —— 


(7) Eph. 5. 23+ (4) ib. v. 25, 26, 27. 
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Earth, Behold, I my (elf am with 


you always, even unto the End of 
the World. 

Great God of Heaven and 
Earth | And was it worth thy 
coming down from thy own 
—_ £ =_ os gp Cn 
to ſanctifie t eople, to cleanſe 
them with Water by the Word of 
Life, and to inſiruct them in the 
Faith of thy Ever-bleſſed Trinity, 
in.the Name of which they are 
baptized 2 My God I cannot 
lay *twas worth thy coming. 
We were not worth Creating, 
and yet thou waſt pleas'd to cre- 
ate us: We were much leſs worth 
Redeeming.,and yet thou wouldft 
not forbear to redeem us. Alas! 
It was not for our ſakes, but for 
thy own, that thou walt pleas'd 
to gratifie the Inclination of thy. 
overflowing Bounty. Enricht 
with thy own Being, thou. 
wouldſt not ſuffer our Nothing 
to lye Eternally unregarded. Th 
Wiſdom ſaw us, thy Goodneſs 

B5 pitied 
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. Ppitied us, thy Power rais'd us, 
and thy Plenty running over 
ld the utmoſt Capacity of our 
Emptineſs. The Riches of thy 
inhnite Being, and the Treaſures 
of thy no leſs infinite Happineſs, 
were ſo diffuſive, that thou 
would(t not deny thy felf the 
Satisfaction of making us, in 
ſome degree, partakers of them 
both. Our (r) living Souls 
which thou art pleas'd to breath 
zto 1, are immortal Sprrits, ca- 
pable of knowing thee, and loving 
thee for ever. Our Being pro- 
ceeds entirely from thee, Our 
Father. which art in Heaven ; and 
depends continually upon thee, . 
more than it does upon the 
Breath by which we Live. Our 
Knowledge is redeem®d from the 
Cy of Sin and Darkneſs 
improv*d by an Addition 0 
greater Light than ever, 

by .thy Sox, the - Eternal Word, 
which 


—_— Lt 


J—— 


0) Gen. d 3 
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which was made Fleſh, and dwelt 
among us, Our Love 1s quick- 
ned and enflam'd throvgh the al- 
fiſting Preſence of thy Holy Spirit, 
the _— Sublitting Love of 
God. Our Being, our Knowledge. 
and our Love, thus rightly applied 
and perfe&ted, are the Foundati- 
ons of our preſent and our future 
Happineſs : And all theſe Three 
my > entirely from Thee, 
y thy Son, and through thy Holy 
Ghoſt, oblige us to-pay the utmoit 
Homage of our Soxl,, our Under- 
ftanding, and our Will, to thee, 
the Eternal Three in One, from 
whom, by whom, and through 
whom, we are what we are, and 
hope to be whatever we can 
wilh. a 
Dear Chriſtians, I know not 
what Ican ſay more, to | 
the great Importance and the 
Uſefumeſs of being well infiruQt- 
ed in the DoCtrine of the Trint- - 
. Since all we have, and all * 
that we can wiſh, depend; en- 
tiely - 
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tirely upon the Father who 
makes us, the Son who redeems 
us, and the Holy Ghoſt who fan- 
Ctifhes us, can we imagine any 
thing of greater Importance to 
us 2 And lince the Trinity it 
felt is the Original Model, not 
only of our being Created before 
our Fall, but alſo of our being 
Regenerated after it, what Do- 
arine can there be more Uſeful 
to us, than that which lays be- 
fore us what we were at firſt, 
and what we ought to be hereat- 
ter 2 When Man was hrlt crea- 
ted by the Almighty Three #n One, 
it was (aid, (s) Tt us make Man 
according to our Image, and af- 
ter our Likeneſs : And when we 
were afterwards redeem'd, it 
was commanded, Let all Nations 
be baptized in our Name, the 
Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Be- 
bold what once we were, and 

what 


—T__—Al_ 


(s) Gen. I. 26, 
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what we always ought to be. 
We once reſembled. the Unity 
and Trinity of God, when a 

our Being, all our Knowleape, all 
our Love, all Three conſpired to 
make us Happy, in ſerving, prai- 
ling, and enjoying him ; and all 
Three aim'd, with equal and u- 
nited Strength, to attain to that 
great End, and glorious Felicity. 
tor which they were beſtow'd 
upon us. But when by Sin we 
tell from God to ſeek our Selves; 
when our Being, our Knowledge, 
and our Love, all Three united 
in a - horrid Conſpiracy to 
ſhake off God's Authority, and 
to deſpiſe his Bleſfings, and to 
ſeek what we can never hnd 1n 
our own wretched Selves; *twas 
then that we defaced the Image 
of God in our Souls, we copied 
and tranſcribed the Devil's Image 
in the Place of it, we renounc'd 
our Father in Heaven, and*fol- 
low'd our Father the Devil, To 


wipe away the Stain and the Re- * 
proach 
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proach of all this Treaſon againſt 
the Infinite Majeſty of God, we 
are (t) cleanrd and ſanftified, 
with waſhing of Water by the 
Word of Life , we renounce the 
Dewil and all his Works, we re- 
nounce the Pomp and Glory of the 
World, we renounce the carnal 
Deſires of the Fleſh, theſe three, 
we renounce them all; and, 
upon theſe Terms, we are 
Baptized in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Unleſs we renounce 
the Devil and his Works, our 
Heavenly Father will not look 
upon us : Unleſs we deteſt the 
Vanities and Follies of the 
World, the Eternal Truth and 
Wiſdom of the Son of God will 
neverenlighten our Minds: And 
unleſs we utterly abhor and eon- 
ſtantly reſift the. carnal Deſires 
of the Fleſh, the Holy Spirit of 
Divine and. Everlaſting _ 
wi 


(t) Fph, 5. 26, 


v 


+ 
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will never take Pofleflion of our 
Hearts. And who would offer 
to defer, one fingle Moment, 
the renouncing three ſuch mortal 
Enemies. to embrace the Friend- 
ſhip of thoſe Three, who, as they 
are one God, are one Eternal 
Undivided Friend 2 A Friend 
who uſes all the Arts of his in- 
genious Love, to free us from his 
Enemies, and gain us to himſelf, 
A Friend who 1s not content to 
open the Mouth of Hell, and to 
diſcover to us what a diſmal State 
of Everlaſting Miſery, attends the 
period of a Sinful Life ; but, by 
Revealing the glorious Secrets of 
his own Bleſs'd Trinity, ſeems, 
as it were, to open all the 
Treafures of his Heaven to us, 
that our Love may lead us, where 
our Fear alone would never. be 
able to drive us. His Happt 


ts 
his Heaven : And the Treafures 
of it, are the Knowledge and the 
Love which make him. Happy. 
He knows the Truth of his All- 

perfect 
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perfect Being, the Truth of his 
Eternally. Subfittcnt Word, the 
Truth of hisno l:{s Eternal and 
Subfliſtent Love, this One and 
Self-ſfame Truth ſubliſting theſe 
three ſeveral Ways, All this, and 
All that it contains eſſentially 
belonging to him, he infinitely 
knows and infinitely loves : And 
being infinitely Happy in this 
Knowledge and this Love, he 
kindly reveals it to us, and in- 
vites us to be Partners of his 
Happineſs by Knowing him and 
Loving him ftor' ever. We can- 
not be what he is; but we can 
know and love it : And this is all 
that we need with, to make us 
Happy. The Happineſs of 
God himſelf does not ſo much 
conſiſt in Being, as it does in 
Knowing, and in Loving, what 
he i rms {uppoſe that God 
were inhnitely Perfe&t without 
Knowing it : What would he be 
the better. for it ? Let us again 
ſuppoſe he knew it, without 
Loving 


——_— 
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Loving it : Would he not be as 
little better.;as if he did not know 
it ”Tis impoſſible that God can be 
God, without being infinitely Per- 
feQ;or that he can be thus Perfect, 
without being infinitely Happy ; 
or that he can be thus Happy, 
without Knowing.and Loving.,and 
conſequently Enjoying his own 
infinite Perfe&tion. Theſe are 
the Joys of Heaven : The Joys 
which God himſelf thinks great 
enough to entertain him, content 
him, and fully fatishe him for 
ever and ever: And theſe are 
the Joys to which we are invited. 
in the Name of the Father, and 0 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Amen. 
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Diſcourſe II. 
Of the Reſurrefion of Chriſt , 


and the Influence it ought to 
have upon the Life of a 
Chriſtian. *® 


Hen the Sabbath was paſt, 
Mary Magdalen and Mary 

the Mother of James, and Salome, 
bought ſweet Spices that they might 
come and. anoint Jeſus. And wery 
Early in the Morning, the firſt Day 
of the Week, they come to the Se- 
pulchre, at the Riſing of the Sun, 
And they ſaid among themfelzes.: 
Who ſhall roll us away the Stone 
om the Door of the Sepulchre ? 
(And looking they ſaw the ſtone rol*d 
away) for it was very Great, And 
entring into the Sepulchre, they ſaw 
a young Man fitting on the right 
Side, cloath'd in a White Robe, 
and they were affrighted, But he 
ſaith unto them, Be not hrs 
e 
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Te ſeek Jeſus of Nazareth who was 
Crucified : He i riſen, he is not 
not bere : Bebold the Place where 
they laid him. But go your Way, 
tell bis Diſciples, and Peter, that 
he goes before you into Galilee: 
There ye ſhall fee him as be ſaid 
unto you, Mark 16. Vv. 1, tO 8. 
A lively Faith 'of this, great 
Myſtery, and a Chriftian Life 
conformable to it, are the belt 
Improvements we can make 


this preſent Goſpel. 
I. 


They who love Darkneſs may 
eaſily find it, or make it, where 
they pleaſe ; But they who love 
the Light, can much e ealily 
diſcover it, than others &an avoid 
it. Never was any Truth —_ 
with greater Induſtry on the one 
ſide, nor entertain'd with greater 
ReluQtancy on the other: And con- 
ſequently, never was any point of 
Faith more firmly ſettled and eſta- 

bliſh'd 
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bliſh*d, than this Capital Arti- 
cle of the Reſurrection. 

1. What Care was taken to 
hinder the Diſciples from impo- 
{ing this Belief upon the World, 
appears by the Evangelical Hi- 
ſtory. (a) The chief Prieſts aud 
Phariſees came together ta Pilate, 
ſaying, Sir, we remember that this 
Decerver ſaid, while be was yet A- 
live, after three Days I will riſe 
again, Command therefore that 
the Sepulchre be made ſure till the | 
third Day, - of vary by Diſci-. | 
ples come and Steal him, and ſay 
to the People, He is riſen from the .. 
Dead. Theſe Chief Prieſts were | 
the Chief Enemies of Chriſt : | 
They mortally hated him : And 
therefore this Matter could not 
be in ſafer Hands than theirs, |} 
whoſe Malice would be ſure to 1 
employ their utmolt Art and Di- 
ligence to hinder any ſuch At- | 
tempt again{t their dearly veto. | 
Ve | 


-* (6) Mat. 27. 62, 63, 64, 65, 66. 
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ved Intereſt. Pilate uu #nto 
them, you have a Watch ; go your 
Way, make it ſure, as you know 
belt. They needed no more : 
They wanted not Will to do 
their worlt : And, Power being 
granted them, away they went, 
and made the Sepulchre ſure, ſealing 
the Stone, and ſetting Watchmen, 
They ſeaPd the Stone; and little 
thought that, by this very Ac, 
they ſeaPd the Confirmation of 
our Faith. They ſet Watchmen 
to Guard it ; and little expe&ed 
that theſe very Men would after- 
wards prove Witneſſes againſt 
them. 

When the Third Day came, 
which they ſo watchfully awai- 
ted, (b) There was a great Earth. 
n= of an Angel deſcended, rolPd 

ack the Stone, and ſat upon it : 
His Countenance was 4s Lightning, 
and the _— trembled for fear of 
him, &c. But when they came in- 
to 
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to the City, and told the Chief 
Prieſts all that had been done, they 
aſſembled with the Elders, and re- 
ſolv'd to give great Sums of Money 
zothe Soldiers, to ſay that the Diſ- 
tiples Stole away their Maſter, 
while they Slept ; which if it 
came to the Governours Ears, they 
would perſwade him, and ſecxre 
them from being puniſht for it. 
Thus they omitted nothing 
which their Malice could - invent, 
to hinder the Diſcovery of the 
' Truth, and to diſguiſe it with 
a molt notorious and injurious 
Cheat ; injurious, in acculing 
falſly the Diſciples ; and notori- 


ous. in proving it by Witneſſes 
who ſaid they ſit and therefore, 
by their own Confeſlion, canld 


not know it. 
2. How little the Diſciples 


thought of any ſuch Deſign, to 


nnoon World _— - ot 
urrecion, appears as plain 

their being ſoextreamly wed 
ta belicying it themſclyes. E- 
ven 


— - —— _ _ nn oo wy 


OO — 


ven the Women, who are com- 
monly more Credulous, did not 
believe any thing of it. They 
bought ſweet Spices to anoint his 
Sacred Body ; they did not doubt 
but they thould hnd it there ; 
their only Concern was, how to 
roll away the Stone ; and were af- 
frighted at the wonderful Sur- 
prize, when they beheld the emp- 


ty Place where he was laid, and. 


heard the Ange! ſay, He is ri- 


Jen, he is not here. They ſaw 


he was not there : The Angel told 
them, He was riſen: And yet 
they could not believe it. His 
Death had made ſo deep an Im- 
preſhon in their Minds, that no- 
thing could ſo ſuddenly efface it. 
Mary Magdalen runs to the Diſci- 
ples Peter and John, and inſtead of 
telling them the Lord # riſen, 
ſhe complains, ©) They bave taken 
him oxt of the lchre, and we 
know not where they have laid bim. 


— 


(c) Fo. 20. 2, 11,14, 15, 16. 
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She 
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She till believed he was Dead, 
And while ſve ftood without at the 
Sepulchre Weeping, ſhe tura'd back, 
and ſaw Jeſus, but not knowing 
him, and ſzppoſing him to be the 
Gardener, ſays to him, If thou 
haſt taken him hence, tell me where 
thou haſt laid him: Jeſus ſays to 
her, Mary : And by this time, 
her Eyes and Ears were open ; 
ſhe knew his Voice, and ſaw 
*twas he. 'He likewiſe met the 
other Woman, (4) And aid, all 
Hail ; and they came to him, and 
held him by the Feet,and worſhipp*d 
him. They ſaw, they heard, 
they felt him ; they made a ſhift, 
with much ado, to yield to the 


concurrent Teſtimonies of their + 


Senſes; and at length, beliey'd 
him. 


The Men were yet more incre- 
dulous than the Women. Altho' 
our Saviour had forewarn'd them 


(4) Mat. 28, 9% 


— — _— 
% 
. 
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of his Paſſion, and foretold his 
Reſurrection, their . Minds and 
Hearts were fo poſſeſs'd and 
troubled with his being Dead and 
Buried, there was no Room lete 
for any the leaſt Thought that e- 
ver he ,would Riſe again. (e 
Mar —_— comes, and tells 
the Diſciples that ſhe had ſeen the 
Lord. and that (f) he was Alive, 
but they believ'd not, The other 
Women (g) told the ſame to the 
Eleven, and to all the reſt : But ſtill 
theirWords ſeem'd tothemno better 
than idle Tales. *Tis true, we read 
in S——_ that, upon the Wo- 
men's Meſlage, there were two 
Diſciples who had the Curioſity 
to (9) run to the Sepulchre: They 
both went in, they ſaw, and they 
belier*d, he was not there ; but 
yet they didnot beligfe that he 
was riſen again - the Dead : 
They 


| —— —— 


0 20, 18, . 16, Y 
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(s) 
8, 9. 
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They only wonder'd what was 

me of him: And we read 
particularly of Peter, that he (7) 
departed wondring in himſelf at 
that which was come to paſs. 

In the Way to Emmaus the 
two Diſciples Jaw him, and diſ- 
cours'd with him ; and yet (&) 
they did not know him, The 
were talking of him, and di 
not think *twas he. We truſted, 
faid they, it had been be that 
ſhowld have redeem'd Iſrael. They 

d it once; but now th 
uite deſpair'd. He reproach? 

their Folly, and their Slow 

Heart to believe, He expownded to 
them the Scriptwres, that Chriſt 
ought to have ſuffer*d, and ſo enter 
into bis Glory, All this did not 
open their Eyes. Art length, 
when he ſat at Table, took Bread, 
and blefd, and broke, and gave 
it to them, then they knew bin ; 
| | they 


(3) Lark. 24+ 12. (&) Þ. wv. 16. 21, 
25, 26, 27, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35+ 
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they return'd the ſame Hour to Je- 
rufalem 3 they found the Dici- 
ples gatber'd together ; they ſaid 
the Lird is riſe indeed, they told 
them what things were doce in the 
Way, and how they knew him in 
the breaking of Bread : But, as the 
Scripture aſſures us, (7) neither 
then did they believe them, They 
would not. believe the Women :; 
neither would they believe their 
own Brethren. So far they were 


from any thought of making the 


Zews believe theReſurreQion,that 
they knew not how to go about to 
ake themſelves believe it. And 
-thus , inſtead of laying "their 
Heads together, and conſulting 
how to Propagate this Faith a- 
mong their Neighbours, we hnd 
them {ſo divided among them- 
{clves, that altho? ſome of them 
were Witnoffes of the Fact, they 

'could not betievs one another. 
If we our ſelves had then been 
Ch living, 


() Mark 16. I3. 
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living, I cannot imagine how 
*tis poſſible for any of us to 
have . been more Wary and 
more Cautious in giving Credit 
to it,than the Apoſtles were. And 
on the other Side, it God him- 
ſelf had ſrudied, as I may ſay, 
and madeit his chief Buſineſs to 
convince them of this Great and 
Fundamental Truth, I know not 
how to gueſs at any thing that 
could have been more powerful, 
and moreeffectual, than what he 
has already done. He knew 
their Temper : Heſaw how hard 
it was to make them thoroughly 
believe this Myſtery ; and there- 
fore omitted nothing that could 
any Way diſpoſe them, by de- 
grees, toan entire and abſolute 
Aſſurance of it. 
He inſpired the Women with 
a Pious Reſolution of going to the 
Sepulchre ; he let them Fe. the 
Stone was rol*d away, and that 
the Body was not there ; he ſent 
them to Peter, who came imme- 
diately 
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diately with John to ſee the ſame; 
he appear'd to the Women, and 
altho* Magdalen was not allow'd 
to touch him , yet he permit- 
ted the others to hold his Feet and 
worſhip him ;, he appear'd to the 
two Diſciples in the Way, who, 
having heard of his Dong ſeen b 
the Women, were leſs {urpriz'd, 
when by the breaking of Bread at 
length they knew him, He ap- 
pear'd to the other Diſciples () 
4 they ſat at Meat ; he upbraided 
them with their and becauſe 
they believd not thoſe who had ſeen 
 bim- after he was riſen ; he (n) 
ſhew*d them bis Hands, and Feet, 
:and bis Side, and while they 
'were wondring for _ Joy, and not 
yet firmly - beliguaate , he call'd 
for ſomething Wt. and altho? 
it were otherwiſe. needleſs and 
unfit for his Ifamortal State, yet 
\nevertheleſs to ſatishe all Doubts, 
he was pleas'd to Eat before them. 
C 3 Thomas 


* (m0) Mar, 16.14. (n) Luk, 24-40,4143: 
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Thomas (o) one of the Twelve, 
wes not with them ; and, for the 
fake of this ene, he came again, 
permitting him to pat his Finger 
ento the Print of the Nails, and 
thrujt his Hand into bis Side. No 
Condeſcenhon was too Low, if 
Neceflary to afliſt their Weaknels, 
and confirm their Faith. Beſides 
all this, he appear'd to them 0) 
on the Shore, while they were 
bouring at Sea; he appear'd to 
(g) above Five Hundred Brethren at 
once ; he (1) ſhew'd bimfelf Alive, 
efter bis Paſſion, by many infallible 

roofs,, no leſs than forty Days 
together, appearing to them, and 
ſpeaking of the Kingdom of God; 
and 1n their full Sight, while they 
beheld him, he aſcended into 
Heaven, and a Woxud receiv'd bin 
ext of their Sight, 


IE. 


——— 
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No wonder therefore, if the 
Apoliles had a lively Faith of 
this great Myltery, No wonder, 
if this lively Faith had ſuch an 
Influence upon them, as to make 
them preach 1t boldly, and Die 
cheerfully in the Defence of it. 
No wonder, I ay, if it made 
them Live like Men of another 
World, and count this Earth, 
with all things 'in it, no better 
than Dung under their Feet, 
when they conſider d (5) the 
Power of Chriſt's Reſurreftion, the 
Fellowſhip of his Sufferings, and 
the great Happineſs of being made 
catemedle to his Death, that ſo 
they might attain unto the Reſwr- 
rection of the Dead, This was 
the glorious Mark, towards which 
they pref?4 with ſo much Dilt- 
gence : It was to gain the Prize 


C 4 of 


(5) Philip. 3. 10, 11, 14,16, _ 


of thy High Cal ing an Chriſt Jeſus. 
All the Frimitive Chriſtians gene- 
rally _— the ſame Rule, and 
minded the ſame Thing, The 
were ſo much enamourd wit 
the other World, that they dif- 
dain'd to Cuarre] about this ; 
and therefore 9, were of one 
Heart. and of one Soul. They re- 
nounc'd the vain Enjoyments of 
_ this Life, they cut off all Occa- 
tions of Vexation and Diſquics, 
they left no Matter for their Paſ- 
tons to Work upon, but all 
their Thoughts were chiefly ta- 
ken up with the tranſporting 
Hopes of Everlaſting Bappineſs in 
Heaven. 

All the Philoſophy in theWorld 
could never have taught them fo 
Divine a Lefſon. The Morals 
of Heathen Philoſophers lookt ge- 
nerally well wee in the Face, 
but never were Sound at Heart. 
The Folly of our Pride, and the 

Injuſtice 


46 The Tag Part I. 
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Injuſtice of Wl-lave, are the O- 
riginal DiſcMes) of our Nature, 
and the Common Roots. of all 
our Immorality : And theſe they 
never rightly underſtood, nor c- 
ver knew how to cure them. 
*"Tisa wonderful Thing that 
Man, whoſe Reaſon is the beſt 
thing he can brag of, ſhould, be 
Born with ſuch Unreaſonable, 
ſach Unjuſt, and therefore Sin- 
ful, Inclinations. God, who is 
infinitely Good and Juft, could 
never frſt make him Bad, and 
afterwards punith him, becauſe 
himſelf had made him ſo. IE 
Man has Sinful Inclinations pre- 
dominant in him, it muſt be 
Man's own Fault; Either the 
Man, or his Pa muſt have 
finn'd ; for Sin, in God, there 
is none. Nothing but the Re- 
veaPd Dodtrine of Original Sin, 
can fairly unriddle this i 
never yet met with that-Philo- 
fopher whoſe Reaſon, without -. 
a any | OY any __ 


3 
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ble Account of it. We cannot 
aQually Sin, inour own Perſon, 
before we are. Born: And yet 
when firſt we come into the 
World, we bring fuch Weak- 
neſs and Corruption with us, 
that before we are well able to 
diſcern the Guilt of Sin, we are 
as much in Love with it, as if 
we Id been long acquainted 
with it. Our own Experience 
1s enough to teach us, that our 
Nature runs detiled aud muddy 
from the very Fountain. We 
need no Revelation to tell us the 
Matter of Fact ; but only to in- 
iruct us how it comes to pals. 
Our. Nature 4s effentially Rati- 
onal : And ngyertheleſs we are 
Born with tions directly 
oppor to the Fundamentals of 

{ Right and Reaſon. There's 
nothing ſo perverſ] Y. Foolith and 
m__ as is, while he blind- 


lows the inſtia& of his own 

ted Nature. He is na- 
twrally Sociable ; But tho? he 
loves 
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loves Society, he hates 
of it : And therefore is | 
eahe with it, nor- without" it. 
The Proted&ion of it is conve- 
nient : But the Reſtraint is trou- 
bleſome tohim. He likes well 
enough that the Government 
ſhould bind his Neighbours to 
their good Behaviour, and hinder 
them trom doing him any harm: 
But when the Reftraint comes 
to his own Door, he cannot 
Brook it. If it were in his Pow- 
er, he would not ſtick to make 
himſelf the Sole Soveraign Lord, 
and all the World his Slaves : 
And this is naturally Unjult, be- 
cauſe no Man can claim it as his 
Birth-right ; and molt perverily 
Foolifh, becauſe all Men's Pre- 
tenlions by Nature are the fame, 
and *tis notoriouſly impotlible for 
every fingl: Man to be the So- 
veraign Lord of all the rett, If 
Reaſon it ſelf be thus Corrup- 
| ted; ifitbe fo naturally Fcolith 
and Unjuft ; how can Man's 
natural 
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natural Reaſon be, of it ſelf, ſuffs- 
cient to make him truly Jutt and 
Wile ? 

There's nothing but the Faith 
and Grace of Jefus Chriſt can do 
the Work. (#) AU who are Born 
of God, who truly are his Chi/- 
dren,who have receiv'd the Faith, 
the Grace and Spirit of his Son, by 
which they truly call him Father, 
all theſe overcome the World. They 
overcoine the Folly of its Pride, 
by Chriftian Humility : Fhey 
overcome the Injuſtice of its Se 
tiſh Love, by raifing thetr Heart 
above it : They overcome the 
whole Original Corruption of it, 
by loving chiefly God as the Sole 
Author of all that's truly Good, 
and by loving themſelves and 
Neighbours chiefly for this Rea- 
ſon, becauſe they are made to his 
mage. By Loving, mn the firſt 
Place, him, and in the ſecond, 
what reſembles him, they Sy 

an 
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and utterly Deteft whatever hin- 
ders or defaces the Reſemblance 
of him, they Glory in ſubduing, 
puniſhing and mortifying Proud 
Sclt-love, and take Delight ' in 
frequent Conqueſts and repeated 
T__ = R, nts. Cw) If 
. Paul fays plainly, (» 

Gil-lo-as ris, Cond erate: 
quently, if there be no KeſurreGion 
of the Dead ) then is owr Preaching 
vain, and our Faith is alſo vain, 
*Tis in vain to think of overcoming 
this preſent World, without be- 
lieving firmly that there is a bet- 
ter World" to come. We muſt 
love ſomething : And, if there 
be no other World, why ſhould 
we not love this ? Or, if the 0- 
ther be not better, why ſhould 
we abandon this, for the ſake of 
it 2 But when we frmly believe, 
there is a longer and a better Life 
than this ; a Life Eternally longer, 
and Infinutely better ; thzs is our 

ary, 


—_— 


———— 


(w) 1 Cor. 15. 14. * 
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fares of Sin 


* 19. 25, 26, 


V idory, our Faith, by which we 
evercome this World, and thus the 
Saints have always, in all Ages, 
made a Shitt to overcome it,” T was 
thus that Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, 
and many others, Lived and (x) 
Died in Faith, confeſſing that the 
were Strangers and PiBrins on the 
Earth, defiring and ſeeking a bet- 
ter Comntry in Heaven, and chu- 
fing rather to ſuffer any Aflidtion 
here, than to enj'y the ſhort Plea- 
or a Time, and 
all this, that they might obtain a 


Better and an Everlalting Reſwr- 


redion, *T was thus that gob up- 
- the Dunghil was ſo Patient, 
mble, and Rehtign'd : (y) I 
know, ſays he, that m "3 ib 
Lives, and in my F leſh I ſhall fee 
God ; 1 my ſelf ſhall ſee, and my 
Eyes ſhall bebold him. 
 *T'was thus, in tine, the Chri- 
ſtan Faith retorm'd the World 
a 


-(a) Heb, ti, 13, 16, 25, 35, 0) feb 
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and adorn'd it with Vertues un- 
known to former Ages. It was 
their conſtant Practice, as Mon- 
fieur Flexry remarks, (z) not on- 
ly © every Morning, but whene- 
—P they where threatn'd with 
* any danger, to repeat their 
Creed : The Reſwrre&ion and 
Life Everlaſting were enough to 
arm them againſt all Temptati- 
ons. They believ'd theſe Arti- 
cleswith ſuch Afurance, that, if 
they had already been in Heaven 
and had come again torinſtrudt us 
whata =. yp it 1s,they could 
not have done it more effectually 
than by the great Example of 
their Lives,by which they plainly 
ſhew'd, they were ſo Heavenly- 
minded as to {com and hate 
theſe little Earthly things, which 
none but filly Sinnersgoat upon. 
And why ſhould we Sinners 
be ſo Silly 2- We - have the fame 
Truths to direct us, and wn 
this 


G@) Hiſt. Accomp. p. 47: 
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this Advantage, that now the 
are atteſted by a greater a) 
Cloud of Witneſſes, who have 
gone the ſame Way before us. 
We know very well the Grounds 
of their Belicf : We know how 
fhrmly they relied upon theſe 
Grounds: We certainly. know 
that we are Fools it we do not 
follow their Example: How 
then comes it to paſs that . the 
certain Knowledge of our Folly 
does not make us Wiſe ? | 

*Tis Natural you'll ſay,to doat 
upon theſe things. But I am 
ſure, it is not Reaſonable : I am 
alſo ſure the Nature of Man is 
Rational : And how then can it 
be Natural ? *Tis only the Dif- 
caſe of our Corrupted Nature, 
which inclines us to a Fordneſs 
for ſuch things as theſe : And, 
fince we know. the Diſeaſe; 
why do we take ſuch ry « 

| ce 
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feed it? Starving is the only 
Way to Cure it. + 

| But muſt” we Starve our Bo- 
dies, that we my co our 
Souls? I am far from ſaying 
that : But this 1 am afſur'd the 
Goſpel fays, that we muſt care- 
fully obſerve ſo firict a Rule, and 
ſo exact a Moderation in the 
Choice and ' Meaſure of all our 
Allowances, that we may Starve 
all thoſe Diſorderly, Irregular, and 
conſequently Unnatural, Inclina- 
tions, which our Bodies, by ill 
Habits, have contracted. Not 
that it is unlawful for us. to love 
theſe Bodies of ours: We may 
love them as much as we pleaſe, 
provided we love them truly, 
and as we ought, in order to their 
Everlaſting Happineſs. Let us 
do what we can, to prepare them 
for a glorious Reſurrection, and 
a happy Eternity: This is true 
Love : And as long as we chietly 
aimat this, we cannot love our 
{elves too much... The truck and 
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beſt Lovers of their Bodies, are 
they who make it their chiet Bu- 
fine(s to render them Inftruments 
of Vertue, who labour all they 
can tobring them into due Sub- 
x&ion to the Spirit of God, and 
take great Care to make them 
Temples of the Holy Gholt. 
This Love of our Bodies will,one 
_——_ them Immortal ; *twill 
make them live forever, without 
Pain, or Sickneſs, or Uneafineſs, 
orany remainder - of Corruption. 
This Love will make them Part- 
ners of thoſe infinite Joys which 
(b) neither the Eye has ſeen, nor the 
Ear heard. nor have enter'd into the 
Heart of Man, thoſe endleſs Plea» 
ſures which God has prepar'd for 
tboſe that love him, This Love 
wlll by degrees Refine and Spi- 
ritualize theſe Groſs and Earthly 
Bodies ; *twill Work them into 
a more Heavenly Temper, and 
render them more fit to (c) enter 

into 


(S) 1 Cor. 2.9. (c) Mat. 21. 23. 


Diſc. II. of the Goſpel, v7 


into the Joys of our Lord, In a 
Word, this Love will overcome 
and mortitie that F 

which inclines us more to pleaſe 
our Bodies, than to do them any 
real good. That Fondneſs which, 
by humouring our Bodies like 
young Maſters, makes them af- 
terwards become old Tyrants 0- 
verus. That Folly and Madneſs 
which is better pleas'd to huy- 
mour them a little, for a Mo- 
ment, than to make them Happy 
for ever. The -Pampering our 
Body, the Pride of Adoming it, 
the Covetouſneſls of maintain- 
ing it, the Luxury of Pleafing 
it, the (a) making Proviſion for 
the Fleſh, to fulhl the Lfts 
thereof, all this is only fatting 
us like Beaſts, and fitting us for 
an Eternal Slaughter. . If our Bo- 
dies knew their own Condition, 
and could ſpeak for themſelves, 


they would beg hard to be Trea- 
ted 


I 


—. 


(4) Rom. 13. 14 : 
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ed otherwiſe. And if we were 
traly Kind or 4% we would 
not do them ſuch a- Cruel, ſuch 
a Everlaſting Injury. - Eternity 
is an incomprehenſible. Thing; 
We'know not how to conceive 
the Greatneſs of it. That little 
Momentary Space - of Time ; 
which is the Meaſure of our long- 
eſt Lives, when we compare 1t 
with Eternity, it dwindles into 
Nothing, and vaniſhes out. of 
Sight. The Honours, Riches, 
and Delights, which we ſo gree- 
dily ſeek for, to Adorn, Main- 
tain, and Pleaſe, theſe wretched 
Carcaſes, immediately Dy 
pear and Vaniſh with it. No- 
thing at the Foot of the Account 
remains, but what will never 
have an end, the Guilt - of Sin, 
and the Eternal Torments which 
attend it. And who would 
love ſuch fatal things as- theſe, 
which leave ſo terrible a Sting 
behind them ? Weall know very 
, well, that when we come to 

| Die, 
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Die,. when looking back we ſee 


our p«.{t Life Dead before us, and 
all our paſt Time ſhrunk to No- 
thing, we ſhall then be wiſe e- 
nough - to ſee the Folly and 


the Mifchicf of 


thele things : 


And, ſince we now know tt, 
Why ſhould we not now be as 
Wiſe, as then we ſhall certainly 
with to have been ? Let us there- 


fore now imitate Chriſt, who (e) 


being rais'd pou the Dead, dies no .. 


has no more Domint- ” - - 


more ; Deat 


on over him, Let us now tiſe 


from the Death of Sin; without 
Sinning any more ; at l:aſt with- 


out permitting Sin to: have .any 


© me Boy - LOR 
inds, our - OUr 
ſo vp riſe with Chrift,that we may 


chiefly ſeek, thoſe t 


mos which are 


above, where Chriſt fits at the 
Right Hand of God, Let us ſet 
or Aﬀections on things above, not 


on things on the Earth ; that we 


may 


' 


————_—_—_ 
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- (e) Rom.6. 9. (f) 
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may be, as it were, Dead to all 
things 'of this: "World, and owr 
Life t may be bid. with "Chriſt in 
God; and that when Chriſt, who 
is our Life, ſhall appear, our Bo- 
dies rifing from the 

may alſo appear with him in Gleey, 
and be partakers of his Happineſs 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


Diſcourſe 11I, 


Of Divine Love. 


NE of the Phariſces «ked Je- 

ſus 2 queſtion , —_— him 
al by Ing, Maſter, which is the 
RE es 4 in'the Law ? 
of { aid unto him, Thou ſhalt 
og es thy God with all 
thy >—exlk and with all thy Sol, 
_ with all thy Mind, This i 
OP and great Commandment. 
And ſecond is like wnto thy; 
 » Thou ſhatt Love thy Neightoxr 
wy 


*% 
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thy ſelf. -On theſe two Command- 
ments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets, And while the Phart- 
ſees were gather'd together, Jeſs 
- «kd them, ſaying, What think ye 
of Chrift ? Whoſe Son is be ? They 
ay unto him, the Son of David. 
He ſaith unto them, How then doth 
David in Spirit call bim Lord, 
"2 ſaying, The Lordſaid untomy Lord, 
. fit on my Right Hand, wil T ma 
thy Enemies thy Footſteol, 
David then call him Lord, how 
3s he his Son ? And no Man was 
able no anſwer him a Word. neither 
| = durſt any Man, from that Day, «5k, 
bim any more Queſtions, Mat. 22. 
| V-35-to the end. 2" 


| 


£ The _—_ _ rr _ 
| our 4 ton, tO t him, an 
to wry if they could (2) Catch him 
#2 bis Diſcourſe, He firſt gave 
tnem 


— MM. 


(a) Mat. 22. 15. 
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them a clear and ſatisfactory An- 
ſwer; and then ask'd+ another 
queſtion, not to tempt, but to 
inſtru them, and to let them 
ſee that the Root of all their lg- 
norance was their not (6) ſearch- 
ing, and . therefore not under- 
ſtanding, the Scriptures. He asKd 
them. while they were all gather'd 


fo ether, what they thought of 


Chriſt ? They believ'd he was to 
bea King, a Prieſt, a Conqueror ; 
and that the Hundred and Ninth 
Pſalm was a Prophecy of him. 
They believ'd the Meſpah was tO 
be Born of the Race of-David : 
And when they were ask'd _ 
Son he was to be ? They eafily 
anſwer'd the queſtion. But be- 
cauſe they did not conceive he was 
to be true God as well as M 
therefore they did not underſtan 
how David could call him Lord 
above a Thouſand Years before 
he was his Son. They eaſily 
COm- 


<9 Fe. 5. 39. 
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comprehended how David, in” 
ſpird with a Prophetick Spirit, 
might foreſee , ſo _ before- 
hand, the Birth of his Son: But 
the great Dithculty was, how Da- 
vid could call him Lord, fo long 
before he was Born ? If they ha 
ſearch'd and well confider'd the 
Scriptures, even this very Text 
here cited by our Saviour, {y 
might have reaſonably conclude 
that the Mefizsh, whom David 
calls his Lord, muſt of Neceflit 
be more than his Son ; he —_ 
be more than Mr; in a Word, 
he muſt be true God as well as 
Man: And therefore they might 
eafily have anſwer'd, that altho? 
the Meſiah as Man , was not 
bis $on till above a Thouſand 
Years after ; yet the ſame Meſ- 
ſaab, as God, was truly his Lord 
from all Eternity - before. Burt, 
becauſe they had no ſuch 
Thoughts as theſe about them, 
away _ they went without F- 
ing able to anſwer a Word; 
D an 
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and were ſo ſtrangely con- 
| founded, that from that Day 
forward, not a Man amonglt 
them durſt ever venture to ask 
him any more Queftions. 
Neither ſhall I enquire any 
further into this Matter. I am 
well ſatisfied that the Per- 
ſonal Unity of God and Man is 
poſſible, and reconcileable with 
our common Syitems of Philo- 
ſophy. I ſee no ContradiQtion in 
the Cafe, but that the Eternally 
Subſiſftent Word may. if he plea- 
ſes, aflume to kimſelt a Humane 
Body and Soul, and ſo appro- 
priate them to him, that they 
may beas truly and as properly 
bis, as my Soul and Body are 
mine : Which done, he i& as 
much a Man as I am, and God 
as much as ever. I not only be- 
lieve it poſſthle; but, becauſe it 
is revealed unto us, I frmly be- 
lieve it to be true. And there- 
fogg, inſtead of admiring how it 
comes to pals, that God L 
an 
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Man are hoth united in one and 
the ſelf-ſame Perſon ; I ſhall ap- 
ply my thoughts to things more 
uſeful , by conlidering how it 
comes about, that the Love of 
God and Love of Man are both 
inſeparably united in one and the 
ſame Self-love; ſo ſtrictly united, 
that we cannot truly love our 
{clves, without loving God a- 
bove all things, and our Neigh- 
bour as our ſelves. 

As Chriſt was God and Man, (o 
Chriſtian Self-love is both Divine 
and Humane, *Tis Divine, in 
loving God above all _ *Tis 

,in Loving our Nezghbour 
as our felves. And, which is 
yet more wonderful, the Love of 
our Neighbour is Divine ; and 
the Love of God is Humane. 


IT. 


As Chriſt could not have re- 
deem'd us, if he had not been 
true God as well as Man ; ſo the 
D 2 Love 
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Love of our Neighbour cannot 
ſave - us, unleſs it be Divine 
as well as Humane. The true 
Love of our Self and our Neigh-. 
bour. is as Divine as the Love of 
God-is. Though the. Command- 
ments are two (c) yet the Love is 
One and the Same, which hirlt be- 
gins from God, and then deſcends 
to us, and ſo extends it felt to 
our Nzighbours. We love God 
aboye all things, becauſe he is in- 
fhnitely Good, and therefore in- 
finitely deſerves it. The more 
we love him. the more we love 
our ſelves, and chiefly our dear 
Souls, becauſe by them we are 
made like him, capable of Know- 
ing, Loving, and Enjoying him. 
And Laſtly, Becauſe our Neigh- - 
bours Souls are all of the ſame 
Make as ours, endowed with the 
ſame lovely Faculties, and equally 
capable of the ſame Divine Hap- 
pineſs, therefore we. love them 

for 


——_—— 


Ye 


(c)S. Greg. Hom. 26. in E'*q, 
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for the ſake of the ſame God, and 
for the ſelt-ſame Motives, as we 
love our ſelves. 

Alas ! The Love of ourBodies 
only, without any Proſpect fur- 
ther than this preſent World, is 
far from being true Self-love. Our 
Body is not our Self :; nor the bet- 
ter Part of our felt; And we 
are guilty of a groſs Miſtake, 
whenever we treat it as kindly as 
if it were ſo. There's no Self-love 
is true, but that which aims at 
our true Good, and leads us to 
our true Happineſs; of which 
our Body, in this Mortal State, is 
utterly incapable. The greateſt 
Felicity that ever any Worldly 
Body enjoy'd on Earth, was ne- 
ver better than a ſoft Bed to a 
Sickly Perſon, who being reſtlefs, 
and iti]] uneahe in himſelf, is al- 
ways turning and toſſing, to and 
fro, from one Side to the other, 
never quiet, never pleas'd, 'but 
always ſeeking reſt, and never 
tinding it. He is therefore a very 


D 3 lilly 
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filly Self-lover, who is ſo Fond 
of a Sick Bed, with all his Julips, 
Cordials, and Reſtoratives about 
him, that he had rather ſtill lye 
waking there, than Sleep, Riſe 
up, and be Well. Death 1s the 
only Way, which from a vertu- 
ous Life begins to lead us, by a 
happy ReſurreQion, toa pertect 


Cure of all Diftempers of our . 


Minds and Bodies, in a Blefſed 
State of Immortality and Glory. 
And this is the Generous Aim, 
and Glorious Deſign, of true 
Selt-love. 

When we love our Bodies bet- 
ter than our Souls, we love our 
NAelves like Brutes : And as Bealis 
of Prey are always Cuarrelling 
and Fighting who ſhall fare the 
belt, even ſo this brutiſh Love of 
ours creates a Thouſand Cuarrels 
with our Neighbours. We can- 
not truly love them, whilſt we 
donot truly love our ſelves. Our 
Love is Falſe at Home ; andhow 
can it be True Abroad ? But 
when 


—_— 
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when we love our Souls, as they 
deſerve, incomparably better 
than our Bodies : then it is we 
love our ſclves like Men, and 
Chriſtians, Our Love is then 
not only Humane but Divine. 
The Subject, and the Object, of 
our Love, is Humane : But the 
Law which obliges us, the Grace 
which enables us, and the Mo- 
tives which invite us to it, all 
theſe are Divine. We love our 
ſelves, as lively Copies of the 
Divine Original : We look be- 
ond the Mean Capacities and 
Powers of theſe frail and mortal 
Bodies : We .value infinitely 
more, what's infinitely better, 
our Spiritual and Immortal Souls, 
the Images of the Eternal God, 
endow'd with a Capacity ' of 
Knowing and Loving, Poflefſing 
and Enjoying him for ever, even 
as he Knows and Loves, Poſſeſſes 
and Enjoys himſelf. 
Theſe are the Excellencies 
which we are in love with, 
D 4 where- 
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whereſoc*er we meet them ; and 
becauſe we never fail to tnd 
them, not only in our Selves but 
in. cur Neighbours, in Bad as 
well as Gocd, in Encmics as well 
as Friends, therefore we always 
love them every one, and Jove 
them as cur ſelves. We (a) Pray 
fer thoſe that perſecute us, we do 
Good to thoſe that hate W, ar.d en- . 
deavycur to be perfedt, cen as our 
Father in Heaven is perfi&, He 
| loves himſeif ; and, becauſe he 
does ſo, he therefore Joves to 
Communicate his overflowing 
Fulneſs to his Creatures. We 
love him alſo ; we {ſhould be un- 
crateful it we did not; and be- 
cauſe we love him, we therefore 
Jove in our ſelves, the true Re- 
ſemblance of him. And the 
more we truly Jove our ſelves, in 
him, and for him, the more we 
are inclin'd, upon the very ſame 
Account, to love cur Neighbour 
as we love Our {cl ves. The 


— 


(4) Mat. 5. 44, 48, 
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The ence of this 1s ve- 
ry Comfortable. There can be 
no Exceſs in true Selt-love. Let 
us only love our ſelyes aright, we 
cannot love our ſelves too much. 
We are _ commanded to pre- 
fer our Souls before our Bodies : 
And, if of theſe two Parts we 
love the Better beſt, the more 
we love it, the more we are to 
be commended for it ; becauſe 
the fuller we are of ſuch Selt-love 
as«his, the more our Love o'er- 
flows upon our Neighbour, and 
the more abundantly we atistic 
our Obligation of loving him as 
our ſelf. Nay, which is yet 
more- Strange, and not leſs 
True, the fuller we-are of this 
Self-love, the more abundantly 
and pertectly we fulfhl the firſt 
and great Commandment of laving 


God above all things. 
HI. 


As Chriſt could neyer have 
ory D 5 ſaved 
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faved us, if he hadnot been true 
Man as well as God, ſo neither 
can the Love of God avail us to 
Salvation, if it be not truly Hu- 
mane as well as Divine. There 
are two Ways of loving God ; 
I. as he is Good in himleltf ; 2. 
as he is Good to us. The Se- 
cond Notion is inſeparable trom 
the hrſt : And, if we could con- 
trive to ſeparate 'them .in Con- 
ceit, and repreſent to our Mind 
his Infinite Goodneſs in himſf, 
without any the leaſt Hope or 
Poſſibility of his being Good to 
us, we night admire, but we 
could never love him. Whatſo- 
ever is Good in it {=If,, and is not 
ſo to as, is the ſame tows as if 
it were good for nothing. No 
Good is oxrs, but what is good 
# w: And if it be not appre- 
hended and ſuppoſed to be owr 
Good, it cannot be the Object of 
er Love, If God himſelf were 
not our Lord and Maſter, if he 
ro Power oyer us, we ſhould 

ve 
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have no Reaſon to fear him : 
And again, it we imagine, that 
he neither 1s our Friend nor Be- 
nefacor, that he has no Kind- 
neſs for us, and that he never 
did us any good,nor ever intends 
to do it, we ſhould not have, in 
view, any Reaſon at all to love 
him. 

God who has made us reaſona- 
ble Creatures, does not oblige 
us to love him without Reaſon. 
He is in himſelf the Supreme 
Rule of all Reaſon, and there- 
fore cannot poſſibly command a 
thing that is unreaſonable. The - 
two great Reaſons, why we are 
oblig'd to love him, are, be- 
cauſe he is ourGreateſtBenetactor 
and our Greateſt Friend : And 
theſe wy ons lay faſt —m_ of 
us, and deeply engage onr Hearts, 
becauſe they are profound! 
rooted in Self-love, by whi 
wecannot truly love our ſelves 
unleſs we loye ſo great a Bene- 
tactor, and fo great a Friend. - 


I. We - 
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I. We love him as: our Great- 
eſt Benefactor. All our Happi- 
neſs is his free Gift : We never 
can be truly Happy, unleſs he 
pleaſes to make us ſo. This Rea- 
ſon is the fhrii that moves us, 
and engages us, to love him : 
And thus it 15, that true Self- 
love begins to fulhl the Firſt and 
Great Commandment, by weaning 
ns from the Deceits of this 
World. and making us love the 
Maker of it above all things in it. 

2, We love him alſo as our 
Greateſt Friend. And this is 
not only the more perfect, but 
the more endearing Motive of the 
two. *Tis the more perfect ; 
becauſe it regards the Giver more 
than the Gitt, and the Perſon of 
the Benefa&tor, more than any o- 
ther thing which he isable to be- 
ftow upon us. *Tis alſo the more 
endearing Motive ; becauſe a 
Benefit conferr'd at Random, and 
fcatter'd, asit were, by Chance, 


Neceflity, or Humour, loſes the 
beſt 


I ws 
5 Ee ee. 


y EE——— — —_— — — "I. ——_ 


Diſc. III. of the Goſpel, 95 


beſt Part of its Value ; and is not 
half ſo obliging as when it is be- 
ſtow?*d on purpoſe, with a kind 
deſign, and out of a true Love 
towards us. A Benefit, under 
theſe Circumſtances, obliges us to 
be doubly Grateful ; not onl 
for the Gift it ſelf, but muc 
more for the Love that gives it. 
Theſe are the two ſorts of Di- 
vine Love; the Firſt is calPd De- 
fire or Hope ; the Second is Cha- 
rity or Friendſhip : And my pre- 
ſent Buſineſs 1s, to prove that 
neither of them can ſubſiſt with- 
out a Mixture of Self-love, by 
which they are truly Humane as 
well as Divine. | 
There are two Sorts of Self. 
love; theone, of the Soul ; the 
other, ofthe Body. That of our 
Souls, isalways good. They are 
immortal Spirits : And if we 
love them, as ſuch, in order to 
their Everlaſting .Happineſs, . we 
cannot love them too much. 


But the Love of our Body, tho' 
| it 
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it may ſometimes be very good, 
is often very much otherwiſe. 
For Example : When we love 
our Body better than our Soul,cur 
Love is manifeſtly Vicious, It 
is not Rational. to love the worlt 
Part beſt : Noris it a well order- 
ed Love, to prefer the Tempo 
ral Satisfa&tion of our Bodily 
Senſes before the Eternal Joys of 
Heaven. A Man, who loves 
himſelf at this rate, if he believes 
Hell-fire, he needs no other Grace 
to make him fear it ; Corrupted 
Nature, of it ſclf, is abundantly 
enough to make him Tremble 
and Grieve to think he is in Dan- 
ger of it. But yet the very Source 
of his exceſhve Fear and Grief 
iS a grievous Mortal Sin againſt 
the Firſt and Great Commanament: 
And all his Grief and Fear, how 
great ſoever, are not able to Ex- 
clude this grievous Crime 3; no 
more than a Stream, becauſe *ris 
great, is able to Exclude its 
Fountain, and Subſiſt a: ri 
uc 
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Such Fear and Svrrow, which 
have no other Root, than ſuch a 
wicked Love, can never make 
him a true Penitent ; becauſe. the 
reater they are, the more they 
finder him from being ſo. They 
cannot poſſibly be greater, than 
the wicked Love, which breeds 
them ; nor can they well be leſs : 
And therefore, the greater ' they 
are, the more Wicked Sinner he 
is. Ina Word, they may pol- 
fibly make him Fancy, that it he 
were dying he would by all 
Means avoid ' Hell : But alas ! 
The Principal and the moſt Ne- 
ceflary Means of his avoiding it, 
are the Love of God, with all his 
Heart, with all his Soul, with 
all his Mind, and the Lowe of his 
Neighour as himſelf ; and theſe 
are utterly excluded by his Vi- 
cious and Inordinate Self-love. 
Such a falſe Self-lover as this, 
can never be a true Servant of 
If ever he pretends to 
ferve him, *tis only as the —_— 
ExVe 
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ſerve the Devil for fear he ſhould 
do them any harm. He deſires 
no cther Good from God, than 
that he will pleaſe not to Tor- 
ment him. He neither loves 
God for his own Sake, nor his 
Soul for God's Sake, nor his Bo- 
dy for his Souls Sake. If he 
has any Kindneſs for his Soul, 
whilſt here, *tis chiefly becauſe 
his Body cannot live without it : 
And as tor any Soul hereafter, he 
had rather have none at all ; be- 
cauſe he knows that, without a 
- Soul, his Body cannot ſuffer, and 
only is in danger of SuffetingEver- 
laſting Torments with it. A Slave 
is a wretched Creature. He has 
no Concern for his Maſter, but 
all for himſelf. He neither ſerves 
for Love, nor Hire. He hates 
his Work ; Loves nothing but 1- 
dleneſs ; and Fears nothing but 
being Beaten for't. This 5 
er agrees exaQly with our Falle 
Self-lover. His Fear of Hell is 
Slaviſh, and Worſe than _— 


- — 3 — 
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He values not the Loſs of Hea- 
ven: That's a thing that never 
troubles him. It God will only 
allow him all his Pleaſures here, 
and free him from Hell-tire here- 
after; he hopes for no other 
Reward : he delires no other 
Mercy at his Hands. 

Such falſe Self-love as this, 1s 
utterly Irreconcileable and Incon- 
fi{tent with the Love of God. 
*Tis only then that our Sclt-love 
is True and Rational, when we 
love our Body for our Soul's Sake, 
and our Soul for God's Sake: 
And this Selt-love is always pre- 
ſuppoſed and really included in 
the: Love of God for his own 
Sake. *Tis he alone who truly 
deſerves to be lov'd upon his 
own account : And when we are 
truly ſentible of it, then it is we 
truly love our Soul, not for its 
own Sake, but for his. The 
chief Perfection of our Soul con- 
fitts in being capable of _ 
Loving, and Enjoying. Go F 
an 
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and of being his Intimate Friend 
and Domeltick Servant for ever. 
Theſe are the Excellencies of our 
Soul, tor which we love it, 
God, and for him. We love it, 
for him ; that is, we love it, be- 
cauſe *tis fitted for the Enjoy- 
ment of him: And we love it, 
in him ; becauſe *tis only there 
that we can ever find its True 
and Everlaſting Happineſs. 
Moreover, as we chiefly love our 
Soul in reference to God, for 
whom alone it was Made, and 
in whom alone it is Happy ; ſo 
we chiefly love our Body in re- 
ference to our Soul, as being fit- 
ted forthe Uſe and Service of it, 
the Inſtrument of its Vertue on 
Earth, and Partner of its Eter- 
nal Reward in Heaven. 

Such a true Self-lover is a true 
Servant of God. He-is not like 
a Slave, who ſerves by Force, 
and not by Inclination, He has 
more than one Motive to ſerve 
his Malter. He does not ſerve 


hig1 
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him only for Fear of Stripes ; but 
chiefly, in Hope of the Eternal 
Happineſs which he has promis'd 
him. When he thinks of his 
Maſter's Jultice (e) who is able to 
deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell, 
the very Thought affrights him ; 
becauſe, as long as he Lives, he 
Is never quite out of danger. 
Nor is he to be blamed for being 
a little afraid, His Fear is anſwer- 
able to the kind Delign of thoſe 
great Threats we read in Scrip- 
ture ; it leſſens the Force of hisr 
. Temptations ; and awakens him 
into.a wiſe.,and fteddy.and Jalting 
Reſolution of endeavouring all he 
can to avoid ſo ſad a Conſe- 
quence. But ſtill his Fear 1s grea- 
ter for his Soul, than for his Bo- 
dy ; 1. Becauſe heloveshis Soul 
a great deal better ; 2. Be- 
cauſe the Spiritual Pains which 
are Peculiar to the Soul, are far 
more plercing than any Senlible 

Torment 


(e) Mat, 10, 28, 
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Torment which 15 common to 1t 
with the Body. As much as 
Heavenly Joys exceed all Worldly 
Pleaſures, ſo much the Loſs of 
Heaven exceeds all Pain of Senſe. 
And therefore the Thought of 
Loling God, who is (Ff) the ex- 
ceeding Great Reward of all his 
Labours, and the Crown of all 
his Hopes, is much more Terri- 
ble to any true Self-lover, than 
all the Fire of Hell. 

This is the hrit Dzgree of true 
Selt-love. I grant, *tis Servile ; 
but *tis far from being Slaviſh, 
The Fear of Puniſhment, with- 
out Hopeof Reward, is the true 
Character of a Slave, who feels 
no other Love than that of him» 
ſelf above all things. But the 
Character of ſuch a Servant, as 
now we ſpeak of, is far more 
Noble and Generous. He ſerves 
indeed : but *ris an Honour to 
him, that he ſerves ſo Great and 

Good 


(f) Gen. 1 5. 1. 
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Good a Maſter, for ſo Great and 
Glorious a Reward. The preſent 
Earneſt of his Wages.,and the firſt 
Reception into his Maſter's Fami- 
ly, are greater Favours than *twas 
in. his. Power to deſerve. And 
what then ſhall we ſay. of being 
afterwards adopted Son and 
Heir, of being rather a Compani- 
on than a Servant, and of being 
admitted into the admirable 
Counſels of his Intinite Wiſdom, 
the prodigious Wonders of his 
Boundleſs Power. and the uncon- 
ceiveable Treaſures of his Incom- 
prehtenfible Goodneſs ! My God! 

hat a ſurpriſing and —_— 


Reward is this! how can we chulg 


but Love it,and Defire it above all 
things elſe, except thy inhinitely 
better Self, whoart ſo Good and 
Kind as to reveal it, promiſe it, 
and give us all Encouragement to 

e forit |! When the Fear of 
Juſtice thus drives us into the 
Arms of Mercy, with a Loving 
Conhdence and Hope in o_ 
who 
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who is our Greateſt Benefa@or, 
and the Only Author of ſo Glo- 
rious a Reward ; I own that the 


Deſire and Hope are Serve as, 


well as the Fear, and as much 
grounded in Self-love ; but yet 
{ince God himſelf is the beſt and 
greateſt Part of all our Happinels, 
and fince the whoke 1s owing to 
his Mercy. they are alſo grounded 
in th Love of God, which, by 
the ſtrongeſt Ties of Intereſt and 


Gratitude . is join'd in a firict 
wit 


Alliance wtth this true Self-love, 
and 1s inſeparable from it. _ 

I have read a longer Lecture 
. of Anatomy upon this Subjeq, 
than 1 firſt defign'd. But how- 
ever I have not loſt my Time; 
becauſeI have — prov'd the 
frſt thing I propoſed ; which is, 
that our Firſt Love of God, which 
is calld Defire or Hope. is ſo ef- 
ſentially Intereſted that it cannot 
poflibly Subſiſt without a Mix- 
ture of Self-love, 

Fhe ſecond Part of my preſent 
Buſmeſs 
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Bulinzſs is, to prove that even 
our moſt Perte&t Love of God, 
which we call Charity, or Divine 
Friendſhip, cannot be without a 
Mixture of a more improv*d and 
more retin*d Self-love. It would 
ave been an unpardonable Pre- 
mption in us, to have guelſs'd 
that- ſuch wretched Creatures, as 
we, are capable of any Friend{hi 
betwixt God and - Us; unkes 
himſelf had taught us the Secret 
of it. Hetells his Apoſtles (g) 
. that they are not _ Servants 
by 


but his Friends; and by the Word 
of God himſelf we are aſſured, 
that (b) he loves thoſe that love 
bim : And what is this but Mu- 
tual Love, which we call Friend- 
{hip ? Since therefore we are capa- 
ble of a Divine Amity with 
God himſelf ; let us fee it it be 
not Humane as well as Divine. 
Let us confider well on what 

| Foundation 


x © Fo. 13. 14, 15. (6) Prov. 8. 
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Foundation it ftands, and © by 
what Steps we tend to the Per- 
fe&ion of it.; and we ſhall fhnd 
that all its Purity does not exclude 
Self-love, but only exalt it, and 
unnrovelt. 

And that we may not Ramble . 
after our own arbitrary: Notions 
let us follow the direction of the 
Scriptures. S. Paul aſſures us, 
that whoſoever (i) comes to God, 
muſt believe that bz is, and that he 
is a Rewarder of thoſe that ſeek 
bim. We muſt believe that our 
Lord and Mafter 5 God, and 
therefore infinitely Perfect in him- 
ſelf : But, becaule this is not e- 
nough to engage our Love, he 
adds, that he is a Rewarder of 
all whom he admits into his 
Family, his Children and his Ser- 
vants, in a Word, of all that ſeek , 
him, The ſame Apoftle, in the 
ſame Chapter, extols the Faith 
and Hope of Moſes, tor (k)) chu- 

ſing 
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(i) Heb. 11. 6, () V. 25, 26, 
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fing rather to ſuffer Aflifion, than 
4 the Pleaſures of Sin ;, beeauſe 
he had Reſped unto the Recompence 
of the Reward, And that we may 
not deſpiſe this Mercenary Motive 
of (1) repenting, doing Works of 
Penance, and turning from our evil 
Ways. our Saviour himſelf, in the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son, is 
leas'd to tell us, that (m) when 
e came to himſelf.,he ſaid, how ms- 
ny hired S:rvants of my Father have 
Bread, and to Spare, and here I 
Periſh with Hunger. He envies 
the Happineſs of his Father's bired4 
Servants ; he heartily wiſhes to 
be one of them ; and why 2? Be- 
cauſe they have Bread enough, and 
to Spare, and are Rewarded, as 
much and more than they de- 
ſerve. If the Love, Deſire, and 
Hope , of being fo plentifull 
Rewarded , and of Faring (0 
much better with his Father than 
without him ; if (I fay) this In- 
E tereſted 


(!) Fobn 3. 9,10. (m) Luk, 15,17- 
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terefted Motive had been really 
unworthy of a Perfe& Humble Pe- 
nitent, our Saviour would not 
have ſo ſolemnly and amply re- 
commended it unto us: He 
would not have told us, how 
welcome he was to his Father: 
how joyfully he ran to meet him : 
how readily he calPd for the beſt 
Robe ; and how kindly he enter- 
* tain'd him as his dearly beloved 
Son ; becauſe he humbly deſir'd 
only to be one of his hired Servants, 
And here we may plainly ſee, that 
when a Man repents, and mends, 
for the Hope of Gaining Heaven, 
and the Fear of Loſing it, theſe 
Motives are like Wings of Love, 
by which it flies from Sin to 
God, and reconciles us to him. 

I conld cite a great deal more, 
to this Effect : But this is enough 
concerning Faith and Hope. S. 
Pail concludes, that (n) the grea- 
ter of theſe is Charity : But muit 

we 


er — —— C— 
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we lay afide our Faith and -H 
becauſe our Charity is greater ? In 
Heaven indeed we hall not belzeve, 
becauſewe ſhall jee; nor ſhall we 
hope, becauſe we ſhall enjoy : But 
alas! We are not yet in Heaven; 
nor ſhall we ever get thither, un- 
leſs we Live by Faith and Hope as 
well as Charity, They are the 
only Three Steps from hence ta 
Heaven. The firſt belongs to 
the Mind ; the other two to the 
Heart. We hrlt believe in God, 
and then we love him, partly as 
our greateſt Benefaftor, and chict- 
ly as our greateſt Friend, The 
frſt Love is our Hope ; the ſecond, 
Charity : And the firſt prepares 
us naturally for the ſecond, be- 
cauſe *tis always natural for Gra- 
titude to end in Friend{hip,when 
the BenefaGor is our F riend - and 
he, who loves us graty, 1s- eve- 
ry way deſerving, and lovely be- 
ond Exception. But mult we 
orget our BenefaCtor, that we 
may the better remember our 
Friend 2 Does the PerfeQtion of 
E 2 Friendſhip 
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Friendſhip oblige us to ſlight the 
Favours and Afſiſtances of a 
Friend, and to entertain them 
with a cold Indifference, pnrely 
becauſe we love him 2 Muſt we 
not value Heaven more than 
Hell, nor Vertue more rhan Vice, 
for fear of valuing God too hitle, 
and our Selves too much ? I do 
not underſtand the Myftery of 
this Romantick Love. A Man of 
Wit may eaſily advance a Para- 
dox, and plauſibly maintain it ; 
till hefalls into the Hands of ano- 
ther Perſon who has as much 
; Wit as himſelf: But then *tis no 
Diſhonour to him, if Truth, up- 
on equal Terms, prevail againſt 
him. And this has lately been 
the Caſe of a great Prelate. He 
was forc'd at length to explain and 
{often a great many bold Expreſ- 
ſions which juſtly gave Offence : 
And now he ſeems to own, that 
the Pureſt Love of God is Inter- 
woven with an Intereſted Love 
of our felves. His Words are 


thele ; 
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thele ; (v9 We love him, fays he, 
as our Perſonal Good, as our Re- 
ward, and 4s our All that we can 
wiſh for: And in another place 
he confeſſes, that (p) This, in ſome 

Senſe, is our Greateſt Intereſt, 
ou'll ſay perhaps, we do not 
lovea Friend for any Good that 
he does us, or we do him. I 
am ſure Senecs is of another 
Mind. He ſays, that (q) of all Fe- 
licities the mojt charming is that of 
Friendſhip ; it ſweetens our Cares, 
diſpells our Sorrows, is an Antidote 
againſt all Calamities, True Friends 
E 3 are 

(0) On Faime comme notre bien perſonnel, 
comme notre recompenſe, comme notre 
tout, Les principales propofirions du 
livre des Max.*des Saints, juſtificez 
par des expreſſions plus fortes des SS. 
Aureurs. pag. 9. 

(Þ) Fe wveux meme qu'on deſire 1a Bonts 
de Dieu entant que bonne pour nous, et Dieu 
entant qu'il eſt notre bien, notre bonheur, et 
notre recompenſe. Ce qui en un ſens e$ le 
plus grand de tors nos intereſts. ibid. 
Pag. 52. (4) Sen, ds Vit. Beat. 


| 
| 
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are the whole World to one another, 
From whence I iuferr, that either 
the whole World is good for No- 
thing, or elſe, that Friends are 
a mutual Good to one another. 
They areeach of them Happy in 
the other: At leaſt each Party 
thinks ſo : And, if they do not 
think it, their Friendſhip is at an 
End. And this is always true in 
Humane Friendſhip. In Divine, 
*tis otherwiſe : Becauſe the Good, 
the Advantage, the Happincſ< 
is all on the Creature's fide: God 
is not Happy in us; nor. any 
way the Better for us. He loves 
us, becauſe he likes us. He likes 
us, becauſe he made us like him- 
ſelf. In this Senſe, he loves us 
for his own Sake :; and, in the ſame 
Senſe, We love our Selves for his 
Sake. But alas ! God does not 
love us for any Good we dohim ; 
he loves us meerly for the Good 
which he himſelf has done us. We 
are the Work of his own Hands ; 
be fitted us for Himſelf, his 

Com- 
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Company, his Friendſhip ; there- 
fore he loves us, And here it is, 
we cannot imitate his Love, We 
cannot love him, for any Good 
wedo him : Andyet, love him 
we mult, for ſome Good or. 0- 
ther ; or elſe, wecannot love him 
at all.If we cannot love him for a- 
ny Good of ours,by which we are 
Good to him ; we muſt love him 
for that infinite Good of his and 
ours, by which he is Good to us. 
And what is this, but Intereſt ? 
Such Friendſhip as this, I can 
make a ſhift to. underſtand. But 
when People begin to talk of 1o- 
ving Gqd ſo well, that, though 
they were ſure to bedamn'd for't, 
they would ſtill love him as much 
as ever ; it ſounds in my Ears as 
extravagantly, as if they ſhould 
tell me, they love him ſo much, 
becauſe he 15 God, that, if he 
were not God, they would not 
love him leſs. I cannot think 
the Flame is Pure, when *tis all 
Heat, and no Light. 


E. 4 I 
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I own, with Seneca, that (r) 
where there is any other Inuita- 
110n to Friendſhip, than the Friend 
ſhip it ſelf, that A will 
be Bought and Sold; and that 
a Friendſhip of Intereſt can ne- 
ver laſt longer than the Tntercft 
it ſelf, All this is very true. 
Put there's a double Miſiake in 
the Application of it. For, 1. 
the Friendſhip of Ged is our E- 
ternal Intereſt; and Eternity 
will be ſure to laſt long enough : 
2, God's Friendſhip 1s undoub- 
tedly our greateti Intereſt ; and 
therefore there is no danger of a- 
ny cther greater Invitation to It. 

What can be more inviting 
than that Infinite Goodneſs of 
God, who is ſo much our Friend 
as to give us all he has, and all 
he zs ; his Heaven, and Himſelf! 
*Tis all that makes him intnite- 
ly Happy ; and can we wiſh for 
more 2 It this be our true Intereſt, 
as certainly it 1s, is it ſo Mean a 
thing, 


CO —— 


(r) deVit. Beat, 
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thing, that we can -. woequnks to 
ſeekit,and think our ſelves accoun- 
table tor the pretendedImpertecti- 
on of Loving and Deſiring 1t ? Docs 
not Chriſt our Saviour inliruct us 
in the Goſpe), and tell us, that 
(Ss) the Kingdom of Heaven is like - 
to a Merchant-man that ſeeks good 
Pearls : Who when he had found 
one Pearl of great Price, he went 
and Sold all he had, and bought it. 
Every body underſtands well e- 
nough the Notion of a Merchant- 
man, He is one who makes his 
Trade his chief Buſineſs. He- 
hopes for Nothing more than 
Gain; fears Nothing more than 
Loſi. He ſeeks good Pearls ; be- 
cauſe he conſults his Intereſt, and 
tinds he gains moſt by them. And 
when he tinds a good one indeed, 
a Pearl of ſo great Price that *tis 
enough to make his Fortune 
for ever ; he does not demurr the 
leaſt, but preſently ſells all. he has 

KE 5 to 
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to purchaſe it 3; becauſe he is too 
Wiſe, to Neglect his Greatelt In- 
tereſt. 

The Leffon is plain: And the 
Caſe is plainly ours. There 1s 
only One Good Pearl, which 1s 
the Kingdom of Heaven, A Peart 
of ſo Great Price, that, tor the 

eof Gaining it, and Fear of 
* Loſing it, weought to part with 
All we have, as being Nothing 
in Compariſon to it. The Voice 
of Nature and Right Reaſon tells 
us, that we ought to do It, even 
without Bidding, and that we 
are arrant Fools if we do not. 
And therefore, O Mercitul God of 
Heaven and Earth, who art thy 
Self the Heaven of Heavens, 
whole Favorr is our Greateli 
Gain , and whoſe Diſpleaſure is 
our Greateſt Loſi, Grant, we be- 
ſeech thee, that we may ſo trl 
Lowe our ſelves in Thee, and fs 
Fhee, that we never may miſ- 
place our Hopes and Fears, but 
always aboye all things value our 


Eternal 
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Eternal Intereſt, and cheerfully a- 
bandon all our Temporal Con- 
cerns, to purchaſe and poſſes that 
Pearl of infinite Price, the King- 
dom of Heaven, which thou halt 
prepar'd for us from the Foundation 
of the World. Amen. 


Diſcourſe IV. 


Of Worldly Sorrow, and Spt- 
ritual Comfort. 


Eſus ſaid to his Diſciples, T 

now go my Way to bim that 
ſent me, and none of you ask me, 
whither I go. But becauſe I bave 
ſaid 'heſ things, Sorrow has 
fil*d your Heart. Nevertheleſs 1 
tell you the Truth : It is Expedient 
for you that d go awgy : For if 
T go not away, the Comforter will 
not come to you : But if 1 depart, 


T will ſend bim to you. And _ 
? 
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of Sin, and of Righteouſneſs, and of 
Judgment. Of Sin breaxſ e they have 
not believd in me : Of Righteouſneſs, 
becauſe I go tomy Father, and you 
fall fee me no more: And of 
bo ment,becanſe the Prince of this 
orld is already judg'd. TI bare 
yet many things to ſay to you ; 
but you cannot bear them now. 
However. when the Spirit of Truth 
i come, he will guide you into all 
Truth, For he will not ſpeak of 
himſelf ; but —_— he ſhall 
have heard, that he will ſpeak: 
and he will tell you things to come, 
*Tis be that will elorifi me : 
Becauſe he will take of mane, and 
will tell it to you. All things that 
my Father has, are mine, Therefore 
ſaid, that he will take of mine, 
and will tell it to you. John 16. 
V. 5, tO 16, ; 
he Sorrow whfich fil*d the 
Hearts of the Diſciples, and the 
Comfort which our Saviour pro- 
mis'd them.are the two Principal 
Things 
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Things which here occurr to our 
Conlideration ; by which we 
may _ {ce, that all the Bit- 
terneſs of our Sorrow proceeds 
from our Love of this World, 
and all the Sweetneſs of our Com- 
tort isowing to our Love of God. 


I, 


We read in the Prophet Jercmy 
(a) Curſed is the Man that truſts 
in Man, and Bleſſed is the Man 
that truſts inGod, He who hopes 
inGod,who firmly relies upon the 
Bleftings which he promiſes, who 
(b) knows in whom he has believ/d, 
and i perſwadcd he is able to keep 
his Word ; fuch a, Man as this, 
who looks beyond this World, 
and places all his Comfort in a 
hopeful Proſpect of the other, 
who chiefly regards the great 
End of his Journey, and little 
values what befalls him by the 

Way, 


(4) 17. 5, 7. (5) 2 Tim. I. 12. 
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Way, ſuch a Man, I ſay, is ( as 
the Prophet deſcribes him ) like 
(c) a Tree planted by the Waters, 
which will not fear when the Heat 
comes, nor be ſolicitous in time of 
Drought ; but its Leaf ſhall- be 
always Green, nor ſhall it ever 
ceaſe m_ yeelding Fruit, All is 
fruittul, ( a All _—_ readily 
conſpire and Work together for the 
Good, the Welfare, and the Hap- 
ineſs, of thoſe who love God 2- 
ve all things: .No Fears nor 
Cares can much moleſt thoſe 
Souls, who are not much afraid 
of —_ any thing but God , 
nor much concern'd for any other 
Succeſs but that of Serving, Plea- 
fing, and Enjoying him. All this 
they can do in ſpite of all the 
World ; and the more ſpiteful it 
1s againſt them, the more it helps 
them to do it : For which Rea- 
fon they juſtly ſet it at defiance, 

and bid it do its worſt, : 
ut 


© Fer. 17. 8. (d) Rom. 8. 28. 
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But it is not ſo with thoſe im- 
erfet Souls, who commonly 
ove God too little, and the 
World too much. They are 
{ſeldom free from Fears and Cares 
. Which are uncalie and trouble- 
ſome to them. In the moſt pro- 
ſperous Times, and in the faireſt 
Sun-ſhine of their Fortune, they 
are ever Butie, Careful, and So- 
licitous, to make Provilions for 
their Plenty, Eaſe, and Pleaſure : 
And at the Izaſt Appearance of a 
Cloud which ſeems to frown 
npon them, they are preſently 
allarn''d, diſcourag'd, and de- 
jected, with a melancholy Fear of 
Loſing all the Harveſt of their 
Labours. The more . they ſet 
their Hearts upon theſe Tempo- 
ral Advantages, the greater are 
their Cares to enſure them, and 
their Fears to laſe them, and the 
greater is their Grzeef whenever 
they deſpair of the Enjoyment of 
them. The Apoliles —_ ou 
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Chriſt (e) would have redeen?d Ye 

rael 1n another manner than he 

did : _ expected temporal 
ro 


Bletlings from him, and great 
Places under him, when once he 
pleas'd to redeem them : But as 
for their Eternal Concerns, they 
were not ſo Inquihtitive about 
them. And this is what our S2- 
viour complains of. 

I now go my Way. ſays he, to 
him that ſent me, and none of you 
ask me, whither I po. He was 
the beſt Friend. they ever had up- 
on Earth : They knew it, and 
own'd it, and lov'd him dearly 
for it : And yet, when they heard 
him talk of going away and lea- 
ving them, they did not ſo much 
as ask him, whither he went. If 
they had had their Thoughts a- 
bout them, without Doubt their 
Friendſhip, or their Intereſt, or 
both together, would have prom- 


pted them to ask the Queſtion. 
| ' But 


| (4) Ek, 24. 21. 
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But alas ! their Thoughts were 
otherwiſe employ'd : Their 
Hearts were fwll of Sorrozw, which 
allow'd no Room for any 
Thoughts relating to their princi- 
pal and moſt important Bulineſs. 
Their Lord and Maſter had im- 
mediately before inform*d them, 
that the Fews would (f) put them 
ont of the Synagogues ; and that 
the Time was coming when who- 
ſocver kil®d them would think that 
he did God Service: And becauſe 
he ſaid _ things, therefore they 
were too full of Sorrow to think; 
of any thing elle. 

I go to him that ſent me, He 
"Bd of his Death and Paſtion, as 
of a Journey to the other World ; 
a Going to him that ſent him ; a 
Paſſage from Earth to Heaven. 
This is the true Chriſtian Idea 
which we ought to have of 
Death ; we ought to look upon 


it as the Gate of Everlaſting Lite, 
and 


(f) v. 2 
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and not. only be Willing, but 
Gun, © Die, becauſe there is 


noother Way to Live for ever. 
If we love Life, ſurely the longett 
and the beſt Life is the moſt de- 
_—_ of our Love; and we 
have then moſt Reaſon to Rejoice 
when we approach the nearelt 
to the happy Enjoyment of it. 
If we a& according to that Rea- 
ſon which we ſo much brag of, 
we ſhall be refign'd, at leaſt ; and 
tho? the thoughts of Perſecution 
and Death may trouble us, yet 
they will never overwhelm our 
Hearts with Grief, nor hinder 
us from being mindful of thoſe 
Duties which prepare us for it, 
and the great Advantages which 
never fail to attend it. 

This was the great Fault of the 
Apoliles, for which our Saviour 
Reprehended them. It would 
have been a pardonabke Weak- 
neſs in them, to have beena little 
troubled and afflicted at the 
News of loſing all the little Hap- 


pinels. 


— 
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pineſs they hoped for here ; pro- 
vided their Sorrow had not fil*d 
their Heart, and hinder'd them 
from being Attentive to their 
Duty, and from being comfor- 
ted with thinking of the infi- 
nitely greater Happineſs which 
they expected hereafter. Our 
Saviour himſelf, for our Inftructi- 
on, permitted the Weakneſs of 
Humane Nature to prevail ſo far 
upon him, as to throw him into 
a Bloody Sweat ; yet at the ſame 
time, not unmindful of his Hea- 
venly Comforts, he was perfect- 
ly reſign'd, he generoutly (g) 
eſpiſed the Shame and Pain of 
Farthly Sufferings, and for the 
Joy ſet before him, willingly endu- 
red the Croſs. 

This is the great Diſeaſe of our 
Corrupted Nature: We eagerly 
purſue the Enjoyments of this 
preſent Lite ; the Gratihcation 


of our Senſes is a Mighty Matter 
with 


—_ 
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with us; we look upon it as a 
real and ſubſtantial Good ; and. 
tho? we are always cheated in 
our Hopes, and diſappointed in 
our Expectations , yet ſtill we 
are as fond of our Folly, and as 
obkinate in.it, as if we did not 
ſee it. The Pure and Intell:Ctual 
Joys which we exped hereafter, 
are out of the Road of our Ac- 
quaintance, we are not uſed to 
confider them , and , when we 
do, *tis very ſuperficially ; our 
Thoughts never lay fatt hold of 
them : But, when we offer at 
it, they vaniſh away like Ghoſts 
and Spirits, and leave us to our 
ſelves to make the beſt we can 
of ſuch poor Entertainments as 
we meet with here. We be- 
lieve indeed ., that in a Future 
State we ſhall be htted for Im+ 
mortal Joys, and reliſh them as 
Angels do in Heaven , with a 
Satisfaction which ſurpaſſes in- 
fnitely all ' that we are able to 
imagine ; But what f1gnihes our 


o 
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believing AN this Future Hap- 
pineſs , unleſs we love it, and 
defire it, as much as we believe it. 


Ik 


Our Mind is well enough in- 
ftructed',, when we know the 
Truth ; but our Hearts have ne- 
ver learnt their Leſſon till we 
love it, When once we are 1n 
Love with Heaven, we need no 
other Comfort upon Earth. Let 
the World go which way it will, 
*tis no great matter to a Man 
whoſe Heart and Treaſure are in 
Heaven. The worle he fares in 
a Bad World , the leſs he cares 
for it , the caſter he kaves it 
and the more he pleaſes himſelt 
with thinking that he 1s upon 
his Journey to a better Place. He 
finds by Experience.,that a Sickly 
Mind, incumbred with a Mor- 
tal Body, and conftin'd to a 
Giddy World, where Fortune 
reels at random , can never be 

8 {ecure 
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ſecure of any long Enjoyment of 
its Eaſe. He ſees the Vanity of 
ſeeking Comfort here ; and ex- 
periences the P pm of 
relying upon M, even when he 
hnds it. He wiſely conſiders, 
that all Humane Comfort only 
ſerves to raiſe him above Dan- 
gers, by flattering him with 
Hopes to avoid them ; and that 
theſe Hopes being always very 
uncertain, his Conſolation ariling 
trom them mult of neceſſity be 
very irmperfe&t : * Whereas the 
Heavenly Comfort , which the 
Love of God inſpires, quite 
changes the Nature of theſe Dan- 
gers; gives thema lovely Aſpect, 
takes away the Fear of them, 
and makes them welcome to 
him ; with a firm Aſſurance of 
Gaining infinitely more by Sut- 
fering, than by Avoiding them. 
The Apoſtles were not yet 
arrived to this Perfetion. Their 
Love of Heaven was not yet ſo 
ſtrong and powerful, as to with- 
draw 
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draw - and wean them from 
the Earth. They lov'd . theſe 
Earthly things too much , and 
Hravenly things too little ; and 
the Vilible Preſence of our Sa- 
viour was, in ſome degree, the 
Occatlion of it. They ſaw what 
Miracles he did : They ſaw how 
kind he was to them : And the 
more they relied upon his Power 
to ſecure them, and his Kindneſs 
to aſſiſt them , the fonder they 
were of making Tabernacles 
here, and leſs concern'd for their 
Eternal Happineſs hereafter. 

To diſengage their Inclinations 
from the World, he told them 
how unkindly it was like to uſe 
them; how vain and fooliſh a 
thing it was to expect true Com- 
fort in it : And therefore how 
reaſonable it was, that ſince 
they expe&ed nothing but At- 
fictions from below, they ought 
to ſeek for all their Comfort 
from above. 


This 
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This was a very diſagreeable 
Leflon to them ; and no won- 
der if it ſeem'd a little hard at 
firſt, But zevertheleſs our Sa- 
viour told them the Truth: It is, 
ſays he, expedient for you that 
T go away ; becauſe, as long as I 
ſtay here, your Hearts will (ill 
be hankering after Earthly Com- 
forts ; and therefore, if 1 go not 
away . the- Heavenly Comforter 
will not come to you. His Com- 
forts are all Spiritual and Divine: 
they are inconhtiftent with thoſe 
which now you are ſo loth to 
part with ; you cannot enjoy 
them both together ; you mutt 
of neceſſity chuſe ; and I have 
choſen for you , what is beſt : 
I have reſolv'd to depart, and 
ſend him to you. 

The Love of God above all 
things, and the Bleſſed Hope of 
Seeing and Enjoying him for 
ever, 15 as much above all World- 
ly Comfort, as Heaven above 
Earth.*Tis the greateſt ——— 
tnat 
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that wecan ask,or God can grant, 
on this fide Heaven. -Fruition - 
is Heaven it ſelf; and nothing 
can come nearer to it, than a 
lively Faith and lovely Hope of 
it. Our Faith and Hope are the 
Support and Ground-work, but 
our Love of God is the Life and 
Soul of all our Heavenly Com- 
fort ; which is always greater or 
leffer,in proportion to this Love. 
There's nothing but the Eternal 
Love, by which God intmitely 
loves the full Perfe&ion of his 
Being , and the perfect Know- 
{edge of it: Nothing elſe can 
' Jultly be efteem'd the true Com- 
forter of our Souls. 

When once this Comforter #s 
come, he ſoon convinces us what 
wiltul Fools we were, to run ſo 
blindly on, in a miſtaken Love 
of our ſelves. He convinces us, 
that "what we call Selt-Love, 
that ſilly Vice, which makes us 
ſo ſtrangely fond of Earthly 
Comforts, is the very Thin 

F whic 
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which does us the greateſt Miſ- 
chief in the World : Becauſe, 
1. It makes our Incredulity a 
Sin without Excuſe. 2. It ob- 
ſiracs our Way to Heaven . 
the Righteouſneſs and Fuſtice of 
a Chrittian Life. 3. It betrays us 
to the Power, the Tyranny, and 
Slavery of the Prince of this 
World, and ranges us among the 
Number of thoſe whom (h ) the 
God of this World has blinded. 

I. It makes our Jncredulity a 
Sin without Excuſe. When the 
Comforter is come , ſays our Sa- 
viour) he ſhall convince the World 
of Sin, becauſe they have not be- 

ieved in me, And why did they 
not Believe in him ? It was be- 
cauſe he came to Teach them 
Truths belonging to another 
World, and they were fo in 
Love with this, they could 
not abide to Believe - him. 
This was their ſhameful Sz: 
They 


(h) 2 Cor. 4. 4 


| 


—_ 
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They hated the Lne brought 


trom Heaven with him ; they 
could not endure to entertain it ; 
they wiltully thut cheir Eyes 
againſt 1t. 

2. It obſiructs the A—_ 
neſs or Tuſtice of a Chriſtian Lite. 
When the Comforter comes. he ſhall 
convince the World of  Righteouſ- 
nefs, becanſe, ſays he, I go to my 
Father , and you ſhall ſee me ne 
more : He ſhall convince us, that 
fince our Saviour came to ſhew us 
the Way, and went to prepare us 
a Place ; *tis therefore right and 
juſt that we ſhould follow him 
in the Way which he has ſhew'd 
us; and that our Treaſure and | 
our Heart ſhould always be in 
that deſfireable Place, which he 
is gone to prepare for us. We 
ſhall e Him here no more: Our 
chief and moſt important Buſi- 
neſs is, to ſee him there : And 
therefore, whatſoever we ſee here 
muſt never dare to uſurp the chief 
place in our Heart. 

F 2 3. It 
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3. It betrays us to the Power 
and Slavery of the Devil , who 
blinds our Mind and Heart with 
fooliſh Expectations and Deſires 
of an Imaginary Happineſs on 
Earth. As long as we are fonder 
of this, than of the Joys of Hea- 
ven, ſo long we are govern'd by 
(3) the Ruler of the Darkneſi of 
this World, who domineers and 
tyrannizes over us, and (&) leads 
us Captives at his pleaſure, But 
when the Comforter is come , he 
convinces us of God*s Judgment, 
not only being pronounc'd , but 
executed , againſt the Prince of 
this World ; becauſe he is then 
already judg'd, (1) a ſtronger 
than he is come upon him , he is 
conquer'd, he is caſt out of Doors, 
his Armour is all taken from him, 
and his Spoils divided, 

Our Saviour youu on, and tells 
his Diſciples, 1 have yet many 

things 

i) Epheſ. 6. 12. 2 Tim. 2. 26. 
La II, 22. V 
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things to ſay to you, but you can- 
not bear them now, There are 
many Heavenly Truths, which 
contradict and mortiftie our 
Earthly Inclinations : And theſe 
are heavy Crofles to us, we are 
not able to bear them , till our 
Hearts are hlPd with that Cele- 
{tial Love which makes us value 
Heaven far above Earth. But how- 
ever,when theSpirit of Truth is come., 
be guides us into the Love of all 
theſe Truths, which are the Di- 
vine Leſſons of Infinite Wiſdom 
and Eternal Love ; the Leflons 
which the Word Incarnate and the 
Holy Ghoſt conſpire to Teach us, 
the One informing our Mind.and 
the other intiructing our Heart. 
The Doftrine is always the ſame, 
as well when we only belzeve 1t, 
as when we alſo love it. And 
to ſatishe the Apoſiles in this 
Point , concerning the perfect 
Harmony of bis and the Com- 
forter's DoCtrme , our Saviour 


told them, WYYhen the Spirit of 
F 3 Truth 


Truth is come, he will not Speak to 
you ,, or Teach you, as of Him- 
ſelf, but whatſoever he ſhall bawe 
heard or receiv'd from my Father 
and Me, That he will Speak; 
and in the Truth of that he will 
inſtruct you, by making you 
fincerely love it, and b guiding 
yors into a firm Belief of zt, He 
will glorifie me, becauſe he will 
teach my DoCtrine. The ſame 
Wiſdom which I derive from 
my Father, the ſame the Holy 
Ghoſt derives from both of us, 
and with the ſame he will en- 
tighten and inflame you. My 
Father's Doctrine is mine ; Al! 
things that my Father has, are 
mine : And therefore you may 
be aſſured , that when the Com- 
forter comes, be will take of my 
Father's Doctrine and mine, and 
will tell it to you, He will take 
of mine , becauſe he will take 
what I have Preach'd, and tell 
you how to Practiſe it, He will 
tell you things to come, and ſpeak 
nem 
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them as effectually to your 
Hearts, as to your- Underſtand- 
ings. 1 have told you theſe things 
to come, and they trouble you : 
But when he comes, he will teach 
you to love theſe very things 
which now you are ſo griev'd to 
think of, and then they'll trou- 
ble you no more ne = the 
contrary , you will (m) rejoyce 
at the ws Thought of bang 
counted worthy to ſuffer for my . 
Name. 

O God, who by the infinite 
Perfe&tion of thy Being, art the 
Center of All Unity, and who 
not only giv*ſt us leave to call 
Thee Our Father which art in 
Heaven, but alſo haſt been mer- 
cifully pleas*'d to ſend thy Only 
Son and Holy Spirit, to unite the 
Minds and Hearts of all thy 
Faithful People here on Earth ; 
Grant, we moſt humbly befeech 
Thee, that we may be ſo-in 

F 4 Love 


(m) Aﬀs 5. 41. 
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Love with thy Commands, and 
ſodeſirous of thy Promiſes, that 
from the Various Changes and 
Viciflitudes of Temporal Aft- 
fairs, and from the Shortneſs, the 
Inconſtancy, and the Deceittu]- 
neſs, of all our Worldly Com- 
forts, we may leam to hx 
our Hearts immoveably upon 
that Only Bleſſed Place where 
True Jays are Unchangeable and 
Everlaſting. Amen, 


——— 


Diſcourſe V. 


Of the Devil's great Power 0- 
ver S1Nners. 


youu was caſting ont a Deril, 
| and it was Dumb, And when 
the Devil was gone out, the Dumb 
Man ſpoke, and the People wonder d. 
But ſome of them ſaid, He caſts out 
D evils by Beelzebub the Prince of 
D evits, And others tempting "_ | 

[42 


—_—  _ 
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demanded of him a Sign from Hea- 
ven.But he knowing their Thoughts, 
faid unto them, Every Kingdom 
divided againſt it ſelf will be 
brought to Deſolation, and a 
Houſe againſt a Houſe will fall, 
If therefore Satan alſo be divided 
againſt him lf, how ſhall his 
ingdom ſtand ? Becauſe ye ſa 
that I caſt out Devils thro* Beel- 
zebub, And if 1 by Beelzebub 
caſt out Devils, by whom do your 


ſhall our Judges, But if 1 
with the jour 7 of God caſt . 
Devils, no doubt the Kingdom of 
God is come "n you. na 
ſtrong Man arm'd keeps bis Palace, 
his. Goods are in Peace, But if a 
ſtronger than he comes upon hi 

he will take away all by Armour 
wherein he truflted, and will divide 
bis Spoils. He that is not with me, 
i4 againſt me : And he that ome | 


not with me, ſcatters. the - 


xneclean Spirit is gone out of a Man, 
he walks ker, i 


dry Places, ſeek- 
F 5 ng 


120 The Morality PartH. 
ing reft ; and finding none, he ſays 


1 will return to my Houſe whence 
yy out, And _—_ A _—_ 
s it t and garniſÞ*d, Then 

goes he —_— - him Seven otbey 
Spirits more Wicked than himſelf, | 
and they enter in, and dwell there ; 
And the laſt State of that Man is 
worſe than the firſt, And it came 
to paſi, whilſt he was ſaying _ 

ngs, 4 certain Woman of 
Company raiſing her Voice ſaid to 
him, Bleſſed is the Womb that bore 
thee, and the Paps which thou bafſt 
ſuck'd. But he faid, Bleſſed rather 
are they who hear the Word of God, 
and. kgep it. Luk. 11. Vv. 14, £029. 

This Goſpel lays before our 
Eyes two very important Con- 
ſiderations ; 1. The ſad Conditi- 
ons of thoſe Perſons who are poſ- 
ſeſs'd by the Devil ; 2. The only 
Means by which *tis pofſible to 
caſt him out, and hinder his re- 
turning again. 


I, 
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The very naming of a Perfon 
poſſeſs*d by the Devil, is enough 
to ſtrike our Minds with . hor- 
rour. Being thus Tels'd, is 
next to being damn'd. And fuch - 
a Perſon, though he be not yet 
in Priſon, is already in rhe Meſ- 
ſenger's Hand. He does not. go 
immediately to Hell ; but Hel it 
ſelf, in ſome degree, comes to 
him, inſtead of his going thither. 
Whereſoever the Devil is, he car- 
ries his Hell about him ; where- 
ſoever he comes, he brings it 
a wow 5 RE Pu- 
niſhment- Pp to permit, 
the Devil never fails to inflict ; 
there's nothing. but God's Mercy 
that can ftint his boundlets 


Rage. : 

| Before the coming of our Sa- 
viour, the World was almoſt u- 
niverſally given over to the Pow- 


ex of the Devil, Only ſome few 


choſen +» 
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choſen Perſons were exempted 
from his Juriſdiction ; thoſe few, 
I mean, who believ'd the Pro- 
miſes of their Redemption, and 
lived conformably to their Belief. 
The Eternal Word of God, the 
Second Perſon of the Ever-blefled 
Trinity, (4a) was made Fleſh, and 
awelt amongſt us ; and, as $S. 
Paul expreſſes, (b) He took part 
of the ſame Fleſh, not only to 
live withus, but to lay his Life 
down for us, that through Death 
be might deſtroy him that had the 
Power of Death, that is, the De- 
vil, We read in the 4s ( 9 how 
he went about doing Good, and 
ing all that were oppreſsd by 
the Devil, Their Bodies were 
ſome of them, and their Souls 
were almoſt all of them oppreſ®4 
by him. And our Saviour there- 


fore heaPd their Bodies, that he- 


might afterwards make Way for 
the Recovery of their Souls ; _ 
tnat 


(a) Fo. 1. 14. (b) Heb. 2. 14+ (c) 10. 38, 


| 
| 
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that the miraculous Cure of the 
one, might be a Preparation of 
their Minds and Hearts for the 
more miraculous Healing of the 
other. 

The Evils of our Body are viſt- 
ble; the othersare in a Manner 
out of Sight, and therefore out of 
Mind : 'And this is one Reaſon 
why the Devil ſeems ſo Terrible 
when he enters the Body, and ſo 
Harmleſs when he poſleſfes. the 
Soul. We read in S. Matthew, 
(4) how they brought unto Jeſus. 
thoſe which were bedily paſeſ's 
with Devils, and he heaPd them : 
But 'when their Souls were poſ- 
ſels'd, we do not read what 
Care they took to have ſuch Peo- 
ple brought unto him to be heaPd, 
And yet the Soul being certainly 
beyond Compariſon the better 
Part, *tis manifeſt that, when 
the Devil has Poſſeſſion of it. 
Man's Condition is incomparably 
worſe. Our 


"Gam. - 


Our preſent Goſpel affords us 
an Example of each kind ; and in 
the firſt Place lays before our Eyes 
the ſad Spectacle of a Man whoſe 
Body was pofſels'd by a Dumb 
Devil. We read that Jeſus was 
caſting out a Devil, and it was 
Dumb. It had already enterd 
the Man's Body, taken Pofſeſſion 
of his Tongue, and being Maſter 
of it, would neither ſpeak for 
him, nor let him ſpeak for him- 
ſelf. He mult of Necellity have 
been Speechleſs as long as the De- 
vil was there : But when the De. 
vil was gone out, the Dumb Man 


ſpoke, and the People wonder d, 


And here I will not enquire what 
Reaſons they had to think the 
Devil was in him, or by what 
Signs they had a certain Knows- 
ledge of it : I thall only obſerve 
that no natural Cauſe of the like 
Do _— _ yy es the 

e's Hearts to ſuc - 
ſion, or have ſtruck their yard 
with ſo much Terrour and Aſio- 
niſhment.- 
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niſbment. We do not read of 
any Pains or Torments that the 
poor Man ſuffer'd, but only that 
the Evil Spirit made him Dumb : 
But however, the very Notion 
of a Devil being broken Looſe, 
and m—_ Y—— Preſent in a 
human Body, with an invitible 
Warrant to Arreſt it, the Te- 
nour of which we are not like to 
to know but by the Execution ; 
all this put together has a much 
more horrible Aſpe&, than if 
the ſame Effect proceeded from a 
natural Cauſe. . And therefore, 
when a Man would fain {| 

and cannot becauſe the Dez pol- 
ſefles his Body, we are ſtrangely 
afrighted and amaz'd to ſee it- 
But when a Man can ſpeak, and 
will not, even in thoſe Caſes 
where his Conſcience obliges him 
toſpeak the Truth, praiſe God, 
ask Mercy, own his Fault, de- 
clare his Neighbour's Innocence, 
and the like : In theſe Occaſions, 
the Dumb Devil has poſlels'd the 


very 
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very Soul of him; and few, or 
none, take Notice of it, although 
the Reaſons of our Terrour and 
Amazement are much greater. In 
the rſt Caſe, weare apt to won- 
der what great Sn could be the 
Cauſe of ſuch a heavy Judgment 
upon him ; whereas, tor ought 
we know. *twas (e) neither the 
Man had finn*d, nor his Parents,but 
only that the Works of God ſhould 


be made manifeſt in him, But in 


the ſecond Caſe, when the Soul 


it ſelf is poſleſsd, we may beſure . 


the Man himſelf has finn'd, and 


grievouſly too ; for nothing lefs .. 


than a Mortal Sin can make the 
Devil Maſter, and give him any 
Poſleflion there. 

For my Part, were it lawful 
for me to gueſs at what I cannot 
know, 1 ſhould rather believe the 
Dumb Man was an honeſt and 
upright Perſon, a lover of Since- 
rity and Truth. And indeed, if 

we 


— —_—_— —_ 


© Foe 9. 3. 


Dife. V. of the Goſpel. 127 


we take it for granted, that it was 
not God's expreſs Command but 
only his Permiſhon, I cannot 
call nw 7 a to what purpoſe 
the Devil ſhould delight in taking - 
Poſleflion of his Tongue ; unleſs 
it were that he foreſaw the Man 
would make good Ute of it, and 
{peak with Piety and- Charity, 
with Moderation and DK(cretion, 
if he had been Maſter of it, Had 
he foreſeen he would have uſed 
his Tongue as others did, he ne- 
ver would have wilht- to Silence 
him. Had he diſcover'd in his 
Heart that Store of Envy, Pride, 
and Malice, which others ſo 
much abounded with, he would 
ſoon have quitted- his Tongue 
to take Poſleſſion- of his Soul. 
Good God ! What Malice, Pride, 
and Envy, muſt their Hearts a- 
bound: with, who could Vomit 
torth ſuch Blaſphemy in preſence 
of the Saviour of the World ! He 
caſts out Devils by the Power of 
Beelzchub the Prince of Devils. 
(This 
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This Prince of Devils ſurely 
muſt have been the Soveraign 
Lord and Sole Poſfſeſſor of theu 
Souls : He mult have been the 
Abſolute Maſter of their Minds, 
to make them entertain the 
thought of it ; and no leſs Ma 
ſter of their Hearts, to make 
them willingly and wilfully be- 
lieve it. om but the ut 
moſt height of Malice could have 
faid it : And nothing but Good- 
neſs it ſelf could have anſwered it, 
with ſuch Humility and Meck 
neſs 2 Our Saviour ſhews them, 
1. How unlikely it was, that S& 
tan ſhould lend him his Power 4 


{ 


| 


—— 


gainſt his own Intereſt ; his 
Kingdom would be deſolate, his 


Houſe would fall, it could not 
poſſtbly ſtand, if Satan were di- 


| 


vided apainſt himſelf. 2. How 


unreaſonable it was to fay, he \ 
did it by the Devil's Power, 


when they verily believ*d their 
own Sons did it by the Power of 


God&.'\ 


| 
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God. There were ſome amongſt 
themſelves, who uſed to caſt out 
Devils in the Name of the God 
of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob; 
And nothing but downright Ma- 
lice could in this Occation aſcribe 
the ſame Effet to any other 
Power. If T by Beelzebub caſt out 
Devils, {ſays our Saviour, by 
whom do your Sons caſt them out ? 
Therefore they ſhall be your Judges ; 
that is, your Opinion of them 
ſhall riſe in Judgment againſt you, 
and your own Conſcience ſhall 
condemn you of being Partial, one 
Way, and Malicious, the other. 
he more I conſider the whole 
Matter, the more fully I am per- 
Awaded that the blind Devil was 
ORgaranly the worſe of the 
two. The Dumb Devil did very 
little Harm to the Man's Body, 
and none at all to his Soul : But 
the Blind One plung'd their very 
Souls into the blackeſt and deep- 


eſt Abyſs of Sin and Darkneſs. S. 
Paxl 
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Paul (ays, (f) if the Goſpel be hid, 
"tis only to hos whom the God of 
this World has blinded : And cer- 
tainly never were mortal Men 
more blinded by the God of this 
I/orld, than theſe unreaſonable 
People were. For what could 
Chriſt do more.,to convince them 
of his being the Meſſrs, than - to 
work Miracles to this .Purpoſe? 
What greater Aſſurance could 
they with for, than to be Eye- 
witneſſes of them? If, when 
theſe Miracles were plainly done 
before their Eyes, they were re- 
ſolv'd to fay the Devil did them, 
who ld help it ? If, when 
they verily. believ'd the Devil 
was caſt out, they ſtill would 
fay, the Devil did it, rebell'da- 
gainſt himſelf , and turn'd him- 
telf out of Doors in ſpite of 
his own ſelf ; was mot this: to 
out-face the Noon-day-Sun,. and 
'Vote it to be only the Noon- of 
Night ? 


—_ 


(f) 2 Cor. 4+ 3, 4+ 
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Night 2 Our Saviour added, if 
I with the Finger of God caſt out 
Devils, it my Power be Divine, 
no doubt the Kingdom of God is 
come pon you, that is, the Meſſias 
is come. And this was the 
- very thing they could not endure 
to think of. They hated the 
Light, and therefore ſhut their 
Eyes againſt it. So Worldly and 
Preud they were. that when they 
ſaw a poor and humble Meſſiss 
take upon him to be the Saviour 
whom they had ſo long expeRted, 
their Hearts were ready to burſt 
with Malice and Envy againſt 
him : And therefore, let him 
fay or do what he plza&d, they 
could not ( becauſe they would 
not ) believe him. The Mira- 
cle was evidently done before 
their Faces ; they knew not how 
to deny it : But ſome of them im- 
puted it tothe Devil ; and others 
tempting him demanded of him a 
Sign from Heaven , which if it 
had been granted, they would 
have 


_——— 
— - 
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have faid the (g) Prince of the Air 
had done it. When God has 
done one undeniable Miracle, 
this One is as good as a Thou- 
ſand. _ For if God can poflibly 
equivocate with us, and deceive 


us in any one Inſtance, he may 
as well doit in Ten Thouſand 


if he pleaſes. Alas! They only 


waved this Miracle, becauſe thi 
knew not what to fay to it ; 4 
demanded another in Hopes of 
having ſomething more to fay a- 
gainſt it, Such ſhifts will Sin- 
ners make, to avoid the odious 


Light of Truth. When they can- * 


not eſcape it one Way, they try 
another, and another ; and in- 
fiead of (b) reſiſting the Devil, 
they do all they can, to help him 
to deceive them. What wonder 
is it therefore, if he leads them 
Blindfold wherefo'ere he pleaſes ? 
— We muſt be ſtrangely Stupid 
indeed, if we can ſeriouſly con- 


ſider - 


> ————_ _ ——————— 
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ſider this, without applying it 
to our ſelves. *Tis the common 
Cafe of all Sinners ; and there- 
fore may perhaps concern us much 
more nearly than we are aware 
of, Any one Mortal Sin is e- 
nough to exclade God fram our 
Souls: And in the very Moment 
that God leaves his Throne, the 
Devil never fails to uſurp it. 
When Judas reſolv*d to Sell his 
Maſter, the Scripture fays, (7) 
the Devil put it into his Heart to 
betray bim. And the ſame thing 
always happens to us when firſt 
we fully and deliberately conſent 
to any mortal Sin. He (V en- 
ters into us, he takes pofſeilion of 
our Souls; and puts what he 
pleaſes into our Minds and Hearts. 
We may ſay yy =. to Com- 
fort our ſelves, we have confeſg'd 
our Sins, and we have been ab- 
ſolved : And this indeed is very 
well, provided we have been 

{incerely 


O Fo. 13. 2. (&) ib. v. 27+ 


—_—— 
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ftincerely Penitent : - But alas:! } 
We all of us know well enough 
that, without ſincere Repentance, 
all the reſt is nothing but meer 
Sacriledge, and ſo much worſe 
than nothing. If our Sins are 
forgiven us, AlPs well ; theDe- 
vil is then caſt out of us; and the 
Kingdom of God undoubtedly ts 
come upon #5, But how ſhall we 
do to know it 2 We may poſſibly 
have -good Hopes : But as for 
Certainty , *twould- lead us to 
Preſumption, and therefore we 
ought not to deſire it. The belt 
Way we can take, to have: our ' 
Hopes well grounded, is to be | 
continually watchful, not in exa- 
mining ſcrupulouſly our palt Life, 
but in obſerving all our preſent 
Behaviour, and in taking Care 
that the main Body of our Acti- 
ons, and our whole Courſe of 
Living. may chiefly aim at Hear | 
ven, It the Cares and Pleaſures 
of this World poſſeſs the chief | 
Place in our Hearts, we have | 
Reaſon 


Reaſon to Tremble at what we 
read in Scripture, where the Dz- 
vil iscall'd the (/) Prince of . this 
World, the Prince of all thoſe 
who are Worldly-minded; and 


(m) the Ruler of the aur" 2s 4 
10tCc 


this World, the Ruler of t 

who love the Works of Darkneſs. 
Our Saviour himſelf affures us, 
that (n)) All thoſe who commit Sin, 
are the Servants or Slaves of Sin ; 
they do the deeds of their Father ; 
they are of their Father the De- 
vil : And S. Paul in his ſecond 
Epiſtle to Timothy ſuppoſes that 
the Devil is their Lord and Ma- 


ſter, when he tells us, (o) they 


are Captives at his Pleaſure, 
IL. 


This Character of a Sinner, I 
mult confe(ls, is very Terrible: 
But fince *tris true, and the 

G Word 


(1) Fo. 12. 31. (m) Eph. 6. 12. 
(n) 7o. 8. 34, 44 ()) 2+ 26s 
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Word of God himſelf is pleagd 
to teach us the Truth of it, I ſee 
no Reafon why it is not ht - that 
we thould know it. The more 
ſenfible weare of our Miſery, the 
more vigorouſly and more effectu- 
ally we endeavour to refcue our 
ſelves from it ; and this is cer- 
tainly the beſt and moſt deſirable 
Effect of Knowledge. 

The only Means by which 
*tis poſſible to deliver our ſelves 
from the Slavery of Sin. and caft 
the Devil out of us, is to follow 
the Counſel of S. Zames by (p) 
faubmitting oxr ſelves to God, with 
all our Heart, with all our Soul, 
with all our Mind, with all on 
Strength : With all theſe we 
mult reſiſt the Devil, and he will 
flee frem us : With all theſe we 
multi draw nigh te God, and 
he will draw nigh to w. If we 
are nt with ban, wc are againſt 
ban ; and it we gather not with 


bim, 
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#, we ſcatter, We muſt there- 
fore (q) humble our ſelves in bis 
Sight, and he will lift us wp : He 
3 wes his Grace to the bumble : 
And let our Weakneſs be never 
ſo Great, he is ready to give more 
Grace ; let the evil Spirit benever 
ſo Strong in us, it we uſe our ut- 
_ I we _ _ 

joyfu perience that t 

Spir of God is always ſtronger 
than he. 


When a flrong Man arm'd keeps 
his Coreg +: Goods are in pou 
The Devil is here compar'd to a 
Man that 1s ſtrong and armed : 
And the Compariſon i dreadful 
(at leaſt it ought to be fo) to a 
Sinner who is Weak and Naked. 
The Devil's Palace is the Heart 
of a Sinner. *Tis there he gives 
what Orders he pleaſes ; and there 
it is that he is puncually obey'd. 
As long as he commands there, 
his Authority is abſolute : Our 

G 2 Paſhons, 


Ns I OI” AO ne 


(4) ib. v.9. (1) 1 Pets 5:5, 


LOR 


— 
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Paſhons, Inclinations, and, Hu- 
mour's. are his faithful and well- 
beloved SubjeRts : And his Goods 
are in Peace, becauſe he meets 
with little or no Reſiſtance, Brz 
if a ſtronger than he comes upon him, 
if the Spirit of God himſelf be 
pleas'd to undertake the great and 
?lorious Work of our Delive- 
rance, he will not fail to Conquer 
him, he will be ſure to take aws 
all bis Armour, wherein he truſted, 
and will divide his Spoils. 

The greateſt Saint is capable 
of Sinning. He that ſtands, and 
for a long Time has already 
ftood, is liable to many Dangers 
of falling : And if he ever be. fo 
wretched as to fall into one mor- 
tal Sin, the Fruits of all his La- 
bours, all his Vertues, and good 
Actions, all are loſt. The Devil 
is his Conquerour ; he takes Pol- - 
ſeſſhon of his Soul, he rifles and 
plunders all the Treaſures of it, 
which are now the doleful Spozls 
of his Victory, and diſmal Tro- 

| phies 
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phies of his Triumph, The 
Prophet Ezeckzel declares , that 
(s) when the righteous Man com- 
mits Iniquity, all the Righteouſ- 
neſs which he has formerly d 

ſhall not beſo much- as rs 
in his Eternal Accounts ; it ſhall 
not be remember”d to his Advan- 
tage : it ſhall avail him no more 
than if *twere utterly forgotten. 


Such is the ſad Condition of a 


Sinner ! But however, it once 
the Spirit of God returns, to take 
Pofletlion of his Soul, and reaſ- 


ſume the Government of it, He 


will divide the Devil's. Spoils ; 
and whatſoever was. loſt by Sin, 


- will certainly + be - recover'd by 
- fincere Repentance. Such is the 


happy Condition of aw humble 
Penitent ! . 
But here agam we muſt con- 


ſider ſerioutly the Doctrine of the 


Goſpel. - We mult not ralhly flat- 


. ter our ſelves that all is wel with 


G 3 ws: 


| H—— — 


I, 


(5) 18. 24. . 
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us ; that the Devil is conguer'd 5 
and that his Spoils are divided ; 
unteſs we find great Signs and 
Tokens of a fincere and univerſal 
Amendment.41l his Armor where- 
1 he truſted, muſt be taken away, 
If any Part of it remain, if it . be 
not all gone, the Devil is ſtill 
the Uſurper, the Poffeffor, and 
the Tyrant of our Souls. His 
Arms, or Weapons, are our WiC- 
ked- Inclinations. and inordinate 
AﬀecQions. With theſe he Fights 
againſt us; with theſe he Wounds 
and Kilk the very Souls of us; 
with theſe he Conguers and En- 
flaves us. Our irregular Love of 
Pleaſures, our immoderate Defue 
of Riches, and our tooliſh Pride 
of Life, theſe are the Arms with 
which he overcomes us, and 
and makes us (t) Captives at his 
Pleaſure, Are all thele taken. a- 
waygg Is our Pride gone ? Are 
we contented with being under- 

| | valued 


wy 2 Tim, 24 26, 
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valued, lighted, and affronted ? 
Is our Covetouſneſs baniſht from 
us 2 Our Minds and Hearts are 
they refign'd to Providence, and 
willing to embrace that Poverty 
for God's Sake which he himſelf 
was pleas'd to endure for ours ? 
The uſual Fondneſs of our Eaſe 
and Humour has it quite forfaken 
us 2 Does our own Experience 
convince us of it, by a fecr2t Sa- 
tisfaQion which we find in every 
- little Croſs which he is pkas'd to 
fend us, who died upon the 
Croſs to fave us 2 Isall-this trae ? 
Can we lay our Hand upon our 
Heart, and truly fay, we- find 
great Comfort in believing, and 
great Conhdence in hoping that 
is fo? 
If we can we =, lo Fon 
Happy. But we muſt not 
here. Vie | Li ſit —_ 
quetlyin a lazy Enjoymenit © 
OUr fhpglncls, If we do, we 
- ſhall foon be Miſerable again : 
Our fecond Miſery will be muet: 
G. 4. greater 
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greater than the firſt : And our 
Relapſe will be more Terrible, 
and much more Dangerous than 


the Diſeaſe. Our FEnmy 15s not | 


Dead, though we have caſt him 
'oxt of Doors : His Strength con- 
tinues,, although we - have dif- 
arm'd him. J#hen the wnclean 
Sprrit is gone out of a Man, his 
| redoubles his Strength. He 
ſeeks for reſt, and cannot find it. 
He walks through dry Places: 
And indeeda]l other Places are 
dry to him, who cannot meet 
with any thing to quench the 
\Thirft of his inſatiable Revenge. 
He therefore endeavours to return 
to the Houſe from whence he came, 
- When firſt he comcs.to try if hecan 
find Admittance,be finds it ſwept, 
and garniſ}*d : He tinds it partly 
Empty, and in ſome readinels to 
reccive him ; but, yet not quite 
abandon'd by God's Holy Spirit : 
. There's no Room for him - yet. 
TheReſolutions of a ſincere Pe- 
nitcnt arealways ſtrong enough 

| oO 


ee — -—___ - - 
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to hold out for ſome little Time. 
But alas ! How little is it! A 
Year, a' Month, a Week, per- 
haps, may be enough to cool 
the Heat, and abate the Vigour 
of our Pious Reſolutions : And 
when we little ſuſpe& it, when we 
are the leaſt upon our Guard, and 
molt expoſed to __ then it 
is that -the Devil, whoſe Malice 
never leeps, takes to him Seven o- 
ther Spirits more Wicked than him- 
ſelf; they enter into us, and 
dwell in the very Hearts of us : 
and therefore 'tis no wonder it 
our laft State be a great deal 
worſe than the firſt. 

Thus does our Bleſſed Re- 
deemer, the Word. Incarnate, 
plainly and familiarly inſtru us, 
as 1t were in our own Language, . 
by ſuch Metaphors as are accom-. 
modated to our low Conceits, 
and proper to awaken us into a 
{crious Conſideration of our Dan- 
ger. and the Means to avoid it. 


If the Devil's Hatred be ſo Vigi- 
G 5 lant 
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nt and Indefatigable to deſtroy - 


us, ought not True Self-love to 
beas watchtul and as butte to pre- 
vent hitn ? 1f when He's conquer'd 
and caſt ont , He then returns 
with ſeven times more Strength 
and Fur tf attack us, ought not 
we with teven times more Zeal 
and Diligence endeavour, dail 

and hourly, to improve in a 

thoſe Chrittian Vertues, which 
we know are Neceffary to refiſt 
him ? And yet we fcem to fancy 
that the Work of our Salvation 
is no more tham one Day's La- 
bor. When once the whole De- 
votion of the Penitentia} Day is 
over, we preſume we have no 
more to do ; we live as idlelyand 
as unconcern'dly. as if all were 
done : Although God knows 
(and if we believe the Goſpel, we 
may know it too) our prin- 
cipal and moft laborious Task is 
ftill behind, *Tis cafter to make 
our Peace, than to maintain It. 
He that falls muſt take rue 
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Care to rife : But (#) he that 
ſtands muſt take a great deal more 
Care left be fall. 

Blefſed are- they who hear 
theſe Truths, and make it their 
chief Bulineſs .to take Warning 
by them. As much as - the Sout - 
is better than the Body, ſo much 
more Bleſſes is the Heart in whi 


the Wor One tales on t 
was the Womb in which the 


Word took Fleſh. Our Saviour 
does not blame the Woman who 
rets'd her IRE. = the Co: 
mignt [ 

jw. 4 omb that bore Bo : " 
from the Truth of what ſhe faid, 
We ook the Advantage of in- 

ing and declaring a greater and 
much more. important Trath, 
Bleſſed rather are they who bear 
the Word of God, a ir, 


Dif- 


_ — 


+ (#) 1 Cor. 10, 12. 
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Diſcourſe VI. 


Of diſengaging our Heart from 
this World, andihe Danger 
of deferring this Duty. 


WW He Jeſus was come near [e- 
| ruſalem, hebolding the Ci- 
ty be wept over it,” ſaying, If thou 


didft bn yy: at leaſt in this thy 
t 


Day, the things which belong «n= 
to thy Peace. . But now they are 
bid from thy Eyes. For the Days 
ſball come upon thee, that thy E- 
nemies ſhall cajk a Trench ahout 
thee, and compaſi thee round, and 
keep. thee in on every fide; and 
ſhall lay thee even with the Grown 

and thy Children within thee ; a 

they ſhall not leave in thee one Stone 
#pon another : Becauſe thou didjt 
not know the Time of thy Viſitatt- 
en. . And be went into the Temple, 
and began to caſt out them that 
Sold therein, and them that Bought, 


Jaying 


| 


Diſc. VI. of the Goſpel. 147 


aying to them, My Houſe is the 
1 of Hm. tos Ye have 
e ita Den of Thieves, And 
be taught daily in the Temple, 
Lak, 19. v, 41, tO 47. 
This Gotpel teaches us two 
Things ; our Duty, and the Dan- 
er of deterring it. It teaches us 
w great a Crime it is to Neg-' 
k& our Duty ; and how fatal the 
Conſequence ' is of deſpiling fo 
great a Danger : A Crime ſo great 
that it deſerv'd our Saviour's In- 
dignation; a Dfnger ſo fatal 
that it moved his Tears. 


I. 


We read in the Goſpel, that 
our Saviour gy them daily in 
the Temple. He did ſo then, 
in Perſon ; and now he ſtill con- 
tinues to do ſo, by his Miniſters 
who repreſent him.- But. in the 
ſame Goſpel we read, that when 
he went into the Temple, before he 
began to teach in it, he firſt be- 


gan 


%\ 
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gan to caſt ont them that ſold 
therein, and them that bunght ; 
and inS. fohn weread, that (a) 


he made a Scourge of ſmall Cords, 


drove them all out of the Temple, 
pour'd out the C __ Money, 
and overthrew the Tables, ſayin 

Take theſe things from hence, a 

make not my Father's ea 
Houſe of Merchandiſe. If we had 
then been Living, if we had been 
Preſent, and had ſeen our Savi- 
our do theſe things, we thould 


ave been in no ſmall Paſſion : 
But. the Diſciples who better un- 
derſtood the Heavenly Temper of 
their Divine Maſter, remembred 
# wes written, The Zeal of thy 
Houfe has devonr'd me ; they re- 


membred, and concluded that it- 


was not Pafſhon but Zeal that 
moved him to uſe his Authority, 
and drive them out ofthe Tem- 
ple. His Indignation was as _ 
an 


—_ 


þ I 


(9) For 2+V. 15, 16, 17, 


- 


| aps have thought him to- 


| 
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and merciful, as it was juſt and 
reaſonable. Altho* the Crime 
was Great and Sacrilegious, altho” 
himfelf-was Lord and Maſter of 
the Place and of their Perſons 
too, altho he had the Soveragn 
Power and Supreme Authority 
topunith them as they deſerv'd, 
he did not command the Earth 
to open under them, and ſwal- 
low them Alive, but only, of 
ſmall Cords, he made a Scourge to 
drive them out ; And all this lefler 
Puniſhment was kindly intended, 
only to prevent a greater. We 
are ſtrangely miſtaken in our No- 
tions of the Deity, if we imagine 
that God is therefore Angry at 
our Sins, becauſe they do him 
Harm: or that he is therefore 
Pleas'd with Vertuous Aon, 
becauſe they do him Good : Alas 
(b) When we bave done our 

we are unprofitable Servants ; a 
even when we do our worft, our 
boldeft 


—_—— W—- 


ws. <A oo wwe 


(8) Euk. 37, 10. 
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boldeſt Inſolence, which firikes 
moſt fiercely and moſt impiouſly 
at his Majetty, 1s never able to 
reach him. He is Angry at our 
Sins, asa tender Parent is Angr 

at a giddy Child which falls A 
hurts it ſelf : The greater Harm the 
Child receives, the more the Pa- 
rent is Diſpleas'd and Angry at 
the Fall, and at the Negligence 
which was the Occaſion of it. 
And thus in our prefent Goſpel 
we obſerve, that Chriſt is Angry 
at the Buying and Selling in the 
Temple, and yet he Weeps over 
the City : He is Angry at the 
Harm they do themſelves, and 
Weeps to think what they are like 
to ſuffer for it ; in a Word, he 
hates the Sin and loves the Sin- 
ner, or rather, he hates the one 
becauſe he loves the other. And 
here I cannot but admire God's 
Goodneſs and our Wretchedneſs; 
how Kind he is in CorreQting us, 
how Patient in ExpeQting us ; 
and, on the contrary, how mi- 


ſcrably 
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ſerably Ungrateful we are,who are 
never the better for his Corre&i- 
on, and a great deal worle for 
bis Patience, 

When we ſurvey the World, 
and view the Situation of Eccle- 
haftical Atfairs, if we have any 
Spark- of that true Zeal which 
ought to warm our Hearts, we 
cannot without Indignation be- 
nold how many there are, who, 
like the Buyers and Sellers in- the 
Temple, make our Father*s Howſe 
a Houſe of Merchandiſe.and change 
the. Hoxſe of Prayer into a Den of 
Thieves, . There are ſtill ſome 
tew true Miniſters of Chrijt, who, 
like their Mafter, are daily teach- 
ing in th: Temple : But alas! It 
#Agnihes little or nothing, whilſt 
the Buyers and Sellers are there, 
who having ſomething elſe to do 
than to attend to what is taught, 
will neither mind it themſelves 
nor ſuffer any body elſe to mind 
it. Such People as theſe have no- 
thing to do with Religion, any 
further 
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further than it ferves to cover 
their Intereſt : And if ever they 
come into the Temp'e, *tis only 
that they may buy and fell under 
the Root of it. They magnihie 
the Precepts of Religion, becauſe 
they reap Advantage by it ; they 

it up, becauſe they are not 
ate without it; and afterall thet 
outward Protcflion of it, their 
Actions plainly prove, they va- 
lne it almoſt as little as they pra- 
Rice it. Theſe are the great and 
{bameful Scandals of Rehigion, 
which. by the daily Practice of 
Atheiſm, have almoſt fooPd the 
Wits of our Age into a vain Be- 
lief of it. Theſe growing Scan- 
dals every Day encreaſe, and de- 
ferve a Scorrge of greater Cords 
than ever. 

But why do we thus delight 
in the ill-natured Pleafure which 
we find in cenſuting the 
Faults and Follies of our Neigh- 
bour's ? It commonly has this 
Miſchievous Conſequence, - 

whi 
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whilft we think how Pad they 
are, It hinders us from thinking 
how Good we ought to be ; and 
tempts us to conclude, that as 
long as others are worſe, we need 
not be better, than we are.. The 
Publick Profanations of God's 
Temple, make our private Sacrt- 
kdges calily eſcape our Obſerya- 
tion. We forget that we are e- 
very one of us (c) the Temple o 
the Living God ; 4s God hamſe 
bx ſaid; if we love him above 
all things, he will dwell in us 
and walk in us ; he will dwell 
ia us, by the particular Preſence 
and Aſſifiance of his Holy Spirit, 
and walk, in make, making us 
walk in the Ways of all his Com- 
mandments ; and upon theſe 
Terms he declares, that he will 
browr God, and we ſhall be bus 
People. Such Honours and Ad- 
vantages are very Great : And 
yet of theſe weare as unmindful, 
as 


| — —_——_— 


(c) 2 Ca, 6. 16 
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as if we knew nothing of them. 
Know you. not, fays S. Paul (d) 
that you are the Temple of God,and 
the Spirit of God dwells in you ? 
I any Man defile the Temple of 
0d, him God fhall deſtroy. © And 
leſt we might preſume to eſcape 
this terrible Deſtruttiom, he goes 
v9 - 73 _ oo, ſays he, deceive 
imſelf : If any Man among. you 
ſeems to be Wiſe in the World, if 
uy ron pretends to be too Wiſe 
to believe theſe things, let him be 
a Fool in the Eye of Man, tbat 
he may be Wiſt in the Sight of 
God © Let him be Fool enough to | 
deſpiſe this World, and Wife e- 
nough to love God: above all 
things : Let him remember that 
a Chriſtian is a Scholar of Chritt ; 
that he 1s to learn his Duty, .not 
from the World, but from. the ; 
Matter of it ; and. that his firſt ,) 
Inſtruction 1s to drive the Byers 
and Selers out of his Heart, o_ 
e 


M— 


(d) 1 Cor. 3. 15, 17, 18. 
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he may make it a Howſe of Prayer, 
a Houſe of Adoration, Supplicati- 
tion, and Thankſgiving. 

Our Heart is the Only Tem- 


ple where God is Adored (e) m 


Spirit and in Truth, When we 
are in Church, if our Heart be in 
another Place, we may perhaps 
adore in outward Appearance, 
but we do not worſhip in Spirit 
nor confequently i» Truth, O 
all the Ten Commandments the 
Firſt is that which enjoins the 
Worſhip of our Lord our God, 
and . Service of him ' Only (f) 
with all our Heart, with all our 
Soul, with all our Mind ; and this 
we never do, but when we love 
him above all things. He (&) 
dns not dwell in Temples m 
with Hands, nor is be worſhipp'd 
with Mens Hands. It is not the 
Lifting of our Hands, it is the 
Railing of our Hearts to Heaven : 
Lift 


(e ) 0. 4+ 24» (f) Mat. 22. 37+ 
(a) Aﬀts 17. 24, 25 | 
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Lift wp your Hearts to God: owr 
ro ofxg This is Divine Worſhip, 
And therefore we ought to be as 
Jealous of loving Creatures, as we 
are of EE them. What- 
ever we love has a Place in our 
Heart : The Favourite Object; 
which we love above all others, 
has its Place upon the Altar:And, 
if this be God, All's well ; but 
if a Creature, we are wretched 
Idolaters. Our Heart being thus 
our Temple, if we introduce any 
Creatures into It (as we always 
do, when we love them) we 
muſt not do it otherwiſe than as 
we invite our Friends to go to 
Church with us ; which is not, 
that we may worſhip them, or 
they may worthip us, but only 
that we and they may join our 
Prayers and Endeavours for each 
other, m one Supreme. Worſhip 
of God alone, who is the only So- 
veraign Object of our Hope and 
Love. So far as an inferiour 
Wosthip is allowable to Crea- 
tures, 


; 
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na, ſo far we may a 
an inferiour Love : Lg - new. this 
Love mult {ti]] be Relative ; it 
maſt imply a Reference to him, 
who, as he is efſentially the Cen- 
ter of all Unity, all Truth, all 
Being, ſo he ought to be the Cen- 
ter of all Love. Whatſoever 
Creatures challenge our Beſt Love, 
and claim the Chict Place in our 
Hearts, our Inordinate Aﬀedti- 
_ to them are Buyers and Sel- 
ers, who drivea miſerable Trade 
fs <__ the a rm and ſelling 
nce of our Happineſs, 
—_— our Sins and ſelling our 
Souls, buying Hell and felling 
Heaven; which, m Effect, is 
ſelling All we have, and All we 
hope, for Nothing here, and in- 
_ worſe than Nothing here- 
after | 
I have already obſerv'd _ 
po our Saviour targht in the 
emple, he began to caſt the Aya 
ers —_— Sellers oxt of it : Or 
want of minding well his firſt 


Inſtruction, 
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Inſtruction, we fail in all the 
reſt, We begin at the wrong 
End, and therefore never ſucceed. 
We begin with endeavouring to 
improve the Love of God ; and 
this, I muſt confeſs, is the beſt 
thing we can do; but it is -not 
the hrit to be done. Perhaps 
'ou”ll fay,, *tis no great Matter, 
ow much we love hi 


1s Creatures, 

rovided we love God :more. 
You might as well have ſaid, *tis 
no great Matter how Cold we - 
are, provided we are as Warm 
as we need be. Theinconfifien- 
cy is Obvious to every _ 
common Senſe. The Exceſhve 
Cold muſt of Neceſſity be driven 
out, orelſe there cannot be found 
room enough tor Neceflary Heat : 
And the Irregular Love of Crea- 
tures muft be baniſht from our 
Heart. before the Love of - God 
can govern it, We mult frſ 
drive . out all thoſe inordinate 
Loves, which are-the Occafions 
of offending God. a 

ove 


here ooo 
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Love ſo ſtrongly inclines us to of- 


' fend q= that it fomenaaty pro» 


vals, gains the Victory 0- 
ver us; *tis no Mattex, what the 
thing | is in it ſelf ; we certainly. 
love it too much : We love it 
better than we love. our Dut 
and that's a great deal too mu 
And tho” perhaps ſuch Loves, h 
7s wake mig! t poll bly be lo 
nocent ; yet, ſuch as t 
their Exceſs makes them cimi. 
nal, and brings them under a 
Neceſſity of. driven out. 
But how ſhall we do, to get rid 
of them ? Lanka it is not {o 
ealie a Task as I conld: with it : 
It requires more Time and Pains 
than many are willing toemploy 
_ it : And this conhirms what 
_ to ſpeak of, in the 
ſecond Þ lace ; becauſe the harder 


itis to perform our Duty, the 
—n_— { debering 


.H In. 
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IT. 


If it wese impoſſible to be 
- tne, it would not be our Duty 
- fodoit; Dea would there be any 
Danger of our being Puniſht for 

gs it, Butt ettiing | is ve- 


fy poſes le, though it be very 
Reaſon was not gt- 
ven us, becauſe it is impoſſible to 
uſe it ; but becauſe it would have 
becn impoſſible: to govern our 
Selves wit tw ap < "mw 
it given to oy on fu 
Jcnncions but youy o keep 
them'in -zood Order, and con- 
: Fine" t to thoſe Meaſures 
' which wrobeſt and fitteſt for our 
Nature. It is not to my. 
that a Man Uneafie, 
Thirſty, Weary, or ' AMi& 
ſhould not have an Inclination' to 
Diverſion, Meat, Drink, Reft, 
er Comfort. We cannot Live 
without the natural Supports of 
Humane Life ; and theſe we can- 
not 
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not purchaſe without Money or 
Frends: And therefore *tis not 
Natural but Reaſonable 
ar! as Aus (Ravg ſome Regard, and 
even t to our Honour, 
I td, and Plea - a mo» 
derate Degree, as far as are 
Neceffary to fupport us io our 
Way, and lead us to our 
As long as ourLoveof all thefe 
things ings is Sober and Temperate, 
long *tis Natural and Reaſon- 
als. If we donot lovethemfor 
emſelves ; if we value them 
co Br the Sake of that 
| for which weare creat 
we make their proper Ubfock 
the _ GAs Kon 
tion to them ; we a& a 
to the Fundamencal Princi ples of 
Natureand Right Rader Buc 
when once we grow ſo Wanton 
as to run into and fall in 
Love with the Means, without 
regarding, as we ought, On, End 
all theſe thin Paſſions 
nd Sl Sellers, __ 


then are _ a 
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a+ Witneſs: They abandon the 
Hopes of Heaven to purchaſe 
the _— ments of this World, 
and ſell the one to buy the other. 
Theſe Paſſions grow Habitual ; 
they daily gain new Strength; 
and the oftner and longer we in- 
dulge them, the deeper they are 
rooted in the very Hearts of us. 
How ſtrongly and how deeply 
they are ftixt, we never know 
till we begin to (+) ſtrive for the 
Moſtery : and then we-tind it is 
not the Work of an imperfect 
Reſolation on a ſudden, but re- 
quires both Time and Pains to 
conquer and ſubdue them. Thy 
grew upon us by degrees; and, 
without a Miracle, they are not 
to be overcome. but by degrees. 
We _ tollow'd _ « getti- 
ons, and every repeate © EN- 
creas'd their Strength :And there- 
fore we muſt now as often ac- 
cuſtom our ſelves toa reſolute and 

| VISOTOUS 


—— 


(Þ) 1 Cor. 9. 25, 
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vigorous Reſiſtance, which pro- 
ery wenn may abate and wea- 

For want of this, our Purpo- 
ſes are generally Fruitleſs. We 
often reſolve to amend ;we think 
we are Sincere ; we take the Sa- 
crament. upon it : And that we 
may do it with a quiet Conſcience, 
we go to God's Miniſter, to open - 
to.him our Grief'; we confeſs our 
Sins,that we may receive not only 
Ghoſtly Counſel and Advice, but 
alſo the Benefit of Abſolution. Yet 
all this comes to Nothing : We 
receive the Counſel without Ef- 
fect, . and the Abſolution without 
Benefit : We immediately relapſe 
into the ſame Sins again ; becauſe 
we love the immediate Cauſes 
and Occaſions of them as- much 
as ever, and do not banith 
from our Heart all thoſe in- 
ordinate Aﬀections to theſe 
things, which thus Betray and 
Ruin us. We ſhould never have 
Sinn'd, if we had not been too 

H 3 Fond 
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Fond of the imagmary Concern- 
ments of our Honour, Intereſt 
and Pleaſure. And we ould 
never fall again into the Self-fame 
Sius, if we did not retain the 
fame Inclinations . to 
theſe empty and unſatisfying 
t Let us RE! now 
employ our utm to 
diſengage ous ſelves, and ſet - our 
Hearts at Liberty. We formet- 
1y conſider d nothing but their 
dy yang 2: ow o ROD 
through t a a 

{ee beyond it ; let us ſtudy the 
yeal Detects, which have been fo 
long cover'd under theſe deccitfal 


"nn I ea 
them, by conkdering ther Folly, 
fs 


Shortneſs, Vanity, Deceitfaln 


the innumerable Miſchie 
which they do us here, befi 
the Eternal Miſeries in whic 
they involve us hereafter. We 
caanot be ſincerely ſorry for our 
Sins, unleſs we hate them: Nor 


Can 
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can we hate them, unleſs we hate 
the Occaſions of thern ; And 
therefore we muſt never reſt till we 
have worktour Natute intoſucha 
Chriſtian Temper, that we ray 
deſpiſe and hate theſe things 
hereafter, as much as ever we &+ 
weak and lov'd them hereto- 


are. | 
How hard a Task this is, they 
only know who have ſincerely 
tried it, and perfeyer'd in their 
ae But, alas ! How few-ar# 
theſe! The generality of Chrifti- 
ahs never offer at it : Andothers, 
who ſometimes venture to ſet a 
Hand to it, no ſooner feeb the 
Difficulty of it, but they” let it 
fall as haſtily as if it burnt their 
Fingers. Becauſe they find *tis 
yery hard to do it now, they 
therefore reſolve to defer it till it 
be a great deal harder; and becauſe 
it will at laſt be hardeft of al, 
therefore they reſolve to pnt it off 
co the laſt. They would not for 
the World, continue” tn. their 
--" 8 6 Sinful 
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Sinful Courſe, if they were ſure 
to be damn'd for it - No, by 
no Means ; they would not Sin 
any more, if they did not hope 
to repent. Which is as much as 
to ſay ; becauſe my hope, one 
Day, to Cusle the Time that e- 
ver they Sinn'd, therefore they 
now Sin on ; and becauſe they 
hope, they ſhall be Wiſe enough, 
at laſt, to hate theſe very Sins, 
therefore they now are Fools e- 
nough to be ſo'very Fond of them. 
rs pretend they are ſo full of 
Buſineſs, they have not Time at 
preſent, to undertake fo difficult 
a Task. But let me beg them 
roconſider ; as buſie as they are, 
if any mortal Sickneſs overtakes 
them in the midſt of their 
Bulfineſs, they muſt, whether they 
will or no, tind Time to Die : 
and therefore they had beſt tind 
Time to prepare for it. When 
their Body is Sick, they can wik 
lingly lay alide their other Buſt- 
nels ; they can. Retire to- their 
| Chamber, 
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Chamber, and hind Time enough 
toapply themſelves to their Re- 
covery. Their Soul is more Sick 
than their Body, and more Va- 
luable too; and therefore they 
may very well allow more Care 
and Leiſure to recover it. 

Such Thoughts as theſe, and 
Thouſands more, and . better, 
God himſelf is often pleas'd to 
inſpire us with. From Time to 
Time he invites us, and in the ſe- 
cret of our Hearts diſcourſes theſe 
Matters with us, inviting us. to -- 
Repentance, - by Threats, and 
Promiſes, and kind Expoſtulati- 
ons, and all the endearing Ways 
of Infinite Goodneſs a1 CY» 
And therefore, if, like Jews, we: 
flight the Advantages of his Vi- 
ſits, -if we- deferr from Time to 
Time the only Neceſſary Work 
peace before us, we _ Juſt 

y expe to periſh as t * 
becauſe, like them, we Ld no# 
know the Time of our Viſitation ; - 
we did not value it, we took no. 
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Notice of it, we Behaved our 
ſelves as if we did not know it, 
_ ___— ae oltulaces 
witn tnat ungrat ty; (7 

O Feruſalem ow = rg How 
often wanld 1 bave gather'd thy 
Children together, even as a Hen 
gathers ber Chickgns under her 
Wings. and ye would not! And 
do not we jultly deſerve the ſame 
R h 2? How often has. he 
ES wid on 

e us. wit 

Thoughts. How -often would 
| he have gather'd. ns under the 
Wings of his Mercy, and we 
would not, we chard would 
not accept it 2 (&) Behold, fays 
he, Towr Houſe ſhall be left ante 
you Deſolave ; 1 that} not hereat- 
terfrequent it; I fhall anly. vitz 


if once more ; + Free not” ſte 
Me | | 
(a) Bleſſed inthe King fg 


n 
 O—— 
=» @ bring? 
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in the Name of tbe Lord, This 
happer'd at his laſt Solemn Entry 
into feruſalem; when as we 
read in our prefent Goſpel, behold- 
ing the City, be wept over it, He 
to think, this Viſit was the 
laſt ; and that the laſt would be 
7 much in vain T; all the = 
tvept over 4t, ſaying, If thou 
diaht but know at leaſt-in + s thy 
Day, the things which belong unto 
thy Peace ; altho? thou hall been 
hitherto fo Obſtinate in - 7 
Impenitence , fo often abus' 
my wm, Loma ſo much px0+ 
vok'd my Patience, yet neverthe- 
lefs-if now at leaſt thou wouldit 
but heartily repent, behold thy 
Peace this very Day is ready to be 
fign'd : But alas! Theſe things 
are now hid from thy Eyes ;; thou 
now art ſo habituated to the 
Works-of Darkneſs, that when + 
the Light ſhines "bright upon 
thee, thou canſt not abide the 
Sight of it; but wilfally ſhatteſt 
thy Eyes againſt. is. For this 
| Reaſon. + 
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Reaſon the Days ſhall come apon 
zbee, that thy Enemies ſhall caſt 
@ Trench about thee, and 

thee rats _ Ae AS on 
every ſiae; ana ſhell lay thee even 
with the Grownd , and thy Chil- 
dren within thee : And they ſhall 
uot leave in thee one Stone zpon an- 
other ; betauſe thou didji not know 
the Time of thy Viſitation, With- 
in Jeſs than Forty Years after, 
this _, 4 was literally veri- 
fied : The City was taken, 
burnt, and levelFd with the 
_— . = = ag orony 
of it, as it is relate us., 
is the moſt hnantebl os ever 
was deſcribed in any Authentick 
Hiſtory. 

This, I am very much afraid 
is the Condition of all wic 
Sinners, who deferr Repentance 
cill chey are upon their Death- 
Bed. Then it is that #be Days 
are come pon them, m which 
their Body and their Mind are 
equally belieg'd , the one oy 

> 


Diſc. VI. of the Goſpel. 172 


Sins, the other with Dilſcaſcs, 
which- caſt as it were a Trench 
about them, compaſs them round, 
and ke them in on every fide. 
Their tamiſht Reſolutions, which 
only were the Children of their 
Brain, and not their Heart , are 
ſtarved within them. All their 
. are _ batter'd down, laid 
even with the Ground , and not fo 
much as one Stone*left wpon an- 
othey ; And all this, becauſe they 
deferr'd from time to time"the 
Amendment of their Lives; and 
did not know the time of their Vifi- 
tation. 

In ſuch a Caſe as this, I ſhould 
be as fond of Comfort as m 
Netghbours; but the more 1oo 
for 1t, the leſs I hope to hind it. 
EF have often thought of the 
Good Thief, who lived a Sinner, 
and died a Saint; but when I 
rightly confider it, I cannot find 
the leak appearance of any Com- 
fort in it. This Thief was im- 
mediately reclaim'd, by the os 
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Viſit of Divine Grace ; he knew 
the time of by Viſitation : He did 
his Duty as ſoon as ever he knew 
it ; he obey'd his firſt Call trom 
Heaven ; he was no ſooner 1- 
fpired with a Belief that Chriſt 
was the Meſſiah, but he preſently 
confe(s'd his Faith in him, and 
begg'd his Pardow and Prote- 
on, even when the Diſciples 
left him becauſe they durſt not 
own him. And this indeed may 
be ſome Comfort to- all thoſe, 
who never knew their Daty till 
they were upon their Death-Bed ; 
but as for thoſe . who knew it 
long before , were gften minded 
of 1t, and never went effectually 
about it, it mult rather be a 
Reproach , than any Comfort 
to them. Again , I ſometimes 
have reflected on the Parable of 
the Vineyard , where (n) 7 
who were hired ahout the Klevent 
Homr, receiv” d every Man a Peny, - 
t bl 


CCL —— ———  ———'—n————_—_— ou 
—_- 


(n) Mat. 20. 9. 
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tho' they (0) wromght but one Howr, 
And here, I own, it the laft 
Hour of our Lite were the firit 
Hour of our being hired , e 
might have fomething to ſay for 
our {elves ; we might ſay, (p) no, 
Man-bired ws before ; as. 4s 
we were hired, we-tcll to work, 
and perfever'd working to the end, 
tall LY the Even was come, This 
was the plain Caſe' of the 
Workmen. in the Parable : But 
alas! *Tis far from being theirs, 
who have been hired betimes, 
and often call'd upon, and yet 
would never mind their Work, 
but loiter'd. t#// the Evening came. 
We do not that there were 
ns ſuch wry ang ep 
eay, meerly e 

at Night, to be alittle < thar 
all the Day they had done no- 

thing to deterve it. 
The Concluſion of all this, is 
evident. If we defire to ſecure 
our 


@) verſ. 12, (v4 (9) v-8. 
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our Salvation , we. muft not de-. 


terr our Work till then ; we muſt 


begin it now. We muſt imme- 


diatel n to (r) Work our 
gn, Fear and Cn 
bling : And *tis no matter how: 
ſoon we begin to {<: and tretm- 
ble, provided we begin as ſoon 
to work our Salvation with it. 


Perhaps you'll ſay, you cannot. 


abide to be thus frighted : That 
is to ſay, you cannot abide to 


do your Duty : Do it only; 


and the Exceſs of your Fear va- 


niſhes. But you are grievoully. 


afraid you ſhall not do it: That 
is, you fear you will not ; for 
you are ſure you thall , if you 
wlll. 

But has not God promis'd 
Pardon to all Sinners, it they 
truly repent ?. He has undoubted- 
ly- But what then 2 Wil you 
therefore Sin on , upon - that 
Score; and only repent, when 

you 


d ———_— 


—— 
R—— hw — 


(7) Phil. 2.1 


L —_— 
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you die? Take care what you 
do: - Your Pardon is not pre- 
mis'd abſolutely, but only with 
an If; and this If is a terrible 
one, if you well conſider it. *Tis 
if you truly repent ; and this you 
cannot do without his' Grace ; . 
and again , this Grace , in fact 
Circumſtances, is a thing he ne- 
ver-promis'd -you. Bur cannot 
he - be better than Promiſe ? 
Doubtkfs he can : And there- 
fore , even then , you ought not 
to deſpair. He can ; becauſe he 
is Almighty: Burt this is a very 
ender Comfort to thoſe dying 
Sinners, who-have Thouſands 
of Reaſons to- think he. will not. 
We cannot know his Wl, but 
by his Word; and he has no 
where given us his Word for it. 
As inhnitely Good as he is, he 
never was yet ſo good as to pro- 
miſe that he will, On the con- 
trary, he has ſhew'd himſelt a 
great deal more Good and Kind 
to Sinners , in frighcing them 
mtg 


_— 
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into an Early Repentance, b 

threatning that he will I not. : 
In the Proverbs we read. ( " 

— calPd you, lays he, ro 

pf gu refiuſed.; 

a iſed a my Counſel, Td 

ſigh _ pe therefore I 
o will 


our Rin, 
when your bf Fc Anguiſh 
come upon you. Then ſhall they 
Ce Ib hol no nd nn, be 
ti att not me. ot- 
cauſe they did not fear me, And 
again we read in Eccleſiaſticus, 
(0 Defe not thy Converſion to or 
ut not off from Day to 
Day : For ſuddenly ſhall by At- 
ger break forth , and thou ſhalt 
peri in the Day a" Vengeance. 
Day of 'our Death will be 
a Day of Vengeance to us, if it 
ſurprize us unprepar'd. (vuY 
Anger will then break forth, and 
bow ſuddenly we know not. But 
this we know, to our Sorrow, 


that 


(f )ch. x. v. 24,-- 29, (t) Oh. 5+ v. 7 


___— 
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that ſo ſuddenly we ſhall perifh, 
if we defer our Converſion , and 
put it off from Day to Day. 
Away baſe World, falſe Friend, 
and worſt of Enemies , whoſe 
Love is good for nothing but to 
Damn us : What canit profit u 
to gain thee for a moment, md 
our Souls for ever ? Grant, 
O Father of Mercies, that we 
thy Children ay. 60 longer -be 
ſochildiſh as we have been here 
tofore ; but that we may wiſely 
TO: Panbles and the Play. 
St es, and. = 
things of this World. Grant, 
we m4 teleech Theta that 
we may (x) this Day begin to 
hear thy Voice, and that we may 
no longer den our Hearts 
againſt it, but immediately be- 
, this very Day, for fear leſt 
Coon may prove too. late. 


Con- 


— —Q—__ 


wr Heb, 3. 15+ 
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| Concluſion. 


The ſerious Thoughts and Re- 
olutions of an Humble Pe- 
ment. 


T HE Kingdom of Heaven 'is 
' likened wnto a certain King, 
who would take Account of bis Ser- 
vants, And when he had begun to 
reckon, one ro4s brought unto bim 
who owed him ten Thouſand Ta- 
lents, But becauſe he had” not to 
pay, his Lord commanded him to 
be' Sold, bis Wife and Children, 
and all that he had, and Payment 
to be made, But the Servant fal. 
ling down at bis Feet, worſhipp*d 
him, ſaying, Lord, have Patience 
with me, -and I will pay thee aH. 
Whereupon the Lord of hat Servant, 
being moved with Compaſſion, diſ- 
miſrd him, and forgave him the 
Drbt, Mat. 18. 23, &c. 
| Never 
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,. Never was Picture more ex- 
at, and drawn more lively, than 
the Natural Deſcription which 
our Goſpel ſets before us of God's 
Intmite Mercy. Some Strokes of 
Juſtice we may here and there 
obſerve ; but theſe, like Shades 
well order'd, only help to make 
each Feature of his Mercy ſeem 
more Lovely, and more Divine. 
*'Tis certainly Juſt,that the King of 
Heaven ſhould take Accoxnt of ; 
Servants. It is not reaſonable, 
that he who. made the Worl] 
ſhould therefore be worſe ſerv? 
becauſe he made it. - We all of 
us: expe&t to be. attended, and. 
to have our Orders punctually 
obey'd. Upon the leaft Failure. 
in any little Duty, we call our 
Servants to a {irict Account. And. 
why : may not he do as much ? 
And with as much moreReafon, 
as his Wages and-his Promiſes 
are greater ? . 

When a Servant is brought te 
him, who owes him ten thouſand 
Talents, 
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Talents , is it not high time to 
begin to Reckon with him ? Have 


we not Reaſon to admirs is 
Patience, who ſtay'd ſo long, and 


let him run fo far in his Ar- 


rears, before he took him to 
Task > Was it not kindly done, 
to allow him Leifure to refle& 
upon his Folly, that he might 
Repent, take better Meaſures 

the future , and make ſome a- 
mends for all his paſt Extrava- 
eancies ? And therefore, when 
all this Patience was found to be 
in vain, and all this kind For- 
bearance had been fo long 


, that now his Servant 


bed not to Pay , or to make any 

reaſonable SatisfaQtion ; it was 

but juſt, that his Lord "ſhould 

command him to be Sold, and all 

_ he had , and Payment to be 
& aj 


Nor is it any Wonder, that 
the Servant, being fri ted with 
the Apprehenſton of his being 
Fold , FH dewn immediately 

Po 
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at his Maſter's Feet, and worſhipp'd 
bim , ſaying , Lord, have Patience 
with me , and 1 will pay thee all. 
Alas! poorCreature ! TenTbouſand 
Talents was too vaft a Sum of 
Money, for him ever to be able to 
pay it.. "Twas cafic enough to 
quander it away ; but how was 
it goin to recover it ? If he 
had had it to pay, he would have 
reſtor'd it, with all his Heart ; 
But, becauſe he: had it not, his 
Heart was ready to break with 
Grief, to think that now he was 
upon the point of loſing the 
& of Maſters, and lofing him 


for ever ; and all this throu 
his own moſt grievous Fault, 


his wilful Folly, and his” fooliſh 
Wickedneſs, by which he had 
ſo infolently and ungratefully 
deſerv'd it. - Lord, fays he, have 
patience with me, and I will pay 
tbee all. Tranſported, as he 
was, with Fear and Grief to loſe 
the happy Service of ſo good 
a Maſter, he talkt like one _ 

W 
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knew not what he ſaid ; he ne- 
ver conhider'd the impoſlibility 
of the thing, but ventur'd bold- 
ly to undertake and promiſe, 
more than he was able to per- 
form. He could not pay, unlefs 
he had it: We read, be had not 
fo pay: And how then could he 
it 

| A Sinner once guilty of a Mor- 
tal Sin, can never ſatishe for it. 
Al] Mortal Sin is mg por 
pleaſing-in the Sight of - 
and all that we are able to do. 
even by the Grace of Chrift, co- 
operating #2 us, and with us, 
can never infinitely pleaſe him. 
We may do what we can ; 

we can do no more : | But all 
that we can do, even with the 
help of Grace, is far from being 
infhnitely valuable , and there- 
fore cannot attone for our Of- 
fences which are infinite; nor 
for the Everlaſting Penalties cu- 
tail'd upon them, becauſe they are 
unſeparable in the Order of God's 


Juſtice, 
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| "mp Tr 
_5 —_ . , 
mighty a1 
God; behold a miſerable "Sinner 
proftrate at thy Feet; a; wretch- 


Talents, alas! are ng- to 
what he owes thee. es eo 
land--Times,” and he has 
.been furniſht with tQp- 


;Poxtunities and Helps to improve 


$ £6.3 2 might 


— 


and fore 1 know 


Conel. 'of the o Goſj 


mable Favours, in- 
rently i rand 
to 

thySeryicss He mi chave been 
ſo; and was - not ; becauſe 
would not. Al theſe. 
and- innumerable Crimes, -b 
which I have GE muchabuſcd thy 


ways with 
6 Almghy 
I 2 have 


© Pſal. 139. 
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have pity on me; thy-Paticheeis 
All-merciful, and therefore 1 __ 
thou wilt, Without the : - 
ance of thy Grace, I an not able 
to payany thing ; ahd; even'with 
it, I am not-able to-pay al But 
yet if thy Almighty ll 
were ali cannot/pay, T wall 
be ſure to pay thee all] can.” + 
Thave behier/d the World: too 
much, - altho* it - eyes deceiv'd 
me ; I have hoped in'its Promiſes, 
altho* italways mted me; 
F have loved it forts own Sake, 
and with a-great deal of Paſh 
altho? it' never could deſerveat 


me : And I muſt /rieeds 


have dene, had "F:'been alwa 
Aſt and: faithful to- thee. - 
Thouſand Talents owing to thee, 
ar6as many Reaſons why I _ 
to lovetheeformuch 


more.” 


mortal Sin deprives me for _ 


E 


bleſt Hopes» dou- 
bles the- I had 
to; love thee, The 6c ty6e 
bles ite. And-ſo the Mon riſes» 
inPropartion £0 the of 

Gigs, And tncrcoiny 5 


neV 
Many. Sins, were Forge: 
w_— is] 1t 
thee 
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and greater Patience in' ſuffering 
what thou pleaſelt, My: Self-de- 
nials ſhall bereaftes be as frequent, 
as my Sins were hetetofore; F- of- 
ten will deny my ſelf 'evenr thoſe 
lawfot” -Satisfactions; which 
would be more allowable, -had 1 
been $ Innocent : And thus 
= will endeavour to follow 
ls OC of 'thy Saints, 4e- 
ſpecially thoſe-- Penitents whoſe 
Love of thee _—_—_ them with 
2 'Haered of themfelvegwand a 
- pu 

Inclinations hecauſethey had {o 
much offended thee. "The-more 
m Sag, the are averſe” from 


being'By DE Bi Nenſon ame, My og th 
& 
Nature,” which had ve 
the- Weight behind- than” earry: 
the Advantage with it, is apt-to 
throw the Burden down. And 
thirefore;' when my Neighbours 
are-Injurious or Vexatious.- to 
mey +will henceforth thank kind 
Providence, -for yy me their 
| helping 
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helping Hand, to lift it up agai 
-s will endeavour to love 
{0 much better, for being ſcr- 
viccable to me, where my Weak- 
neſs' has moſt need of it. 

' Shch Reſoltttions as theſe, I 
know: too well. are eaſter made, 
than kept ; and eaſier broke,than 
made. I have, alas! too of- 
ten, and too Mauch, reſembled 
that: #iched. Servant, mention'd 
inthy Golpe), ,who immediately 
Forfeited his Maſter's al- 
mefi--as- foon -as he obtain'd 
it; - But being _—_ _ Ex- 
perience, more perſw 'm 
Weakneſs, - and more bumble 
than Lever was before, now have 
greater Hope in the Aſſiſtance 
TOS a Ge Pens, nbd ae. 
always to the 
yrs to. the Humble. Hae Pa. 
tience proven O oy 4 and I will 

ay thee all ] can. Mercy on' 
oe O God, according to thy 
Merey, and then thou wilt forgive 


me.#ll I cannot pay thee. © rv 
FINTIS. 


—C—_ th. 


| Ty 
IT Soy 4, ne $ 
> bo L 35. 
#3. P- 128. nl, 
v; DT Ly 


. 44 ads 
we dazad A 
+1 — 


